
Sunday 19th September 

Last Saturday I visited JP Packer  
instruments to pick up a long-awaited flute, 
ready for one of my kids to begin lessons. 
I am not really a musician and so it was my 
first time in the store. It was immaculate 
with barely a spot on the carpet and single 
instruments stood gleaming in glass cases. 
I couldn’t stop blathering about it in store; 
a sentiment that was validated by one of 
the assistants cleaned dust from the display 
case with scotch tape. Mrs Griffin was not 
remotely surprised by the experience, so I 
was trying to put my finger on why it was so 
strange to me.  

It was a bit of culture shock.
I have only ever really been to guitar shops. 
I’m not really good enough to be called a 
‘guitarist’ but I’ve been around enough  
guitar shops to know they feel different; 
some kid in the corner playing a loud  
version of ‘Seven Nation Army’,  
accessories, picks and guitars, ukes and 
banjos are crammed into every corner of 
the room and generally a bit grimy.   

Both shops are in the world of music; both 
shops are totally different cultures. 
Sometimes, I wonder what it’s like for  
people to step into a church for the first 
time. Passing through the front gate, 
through the mighty oaken doors into a 
new space. I have seen wedding couples 
cry with joy and I have seen whole families 
wait outside like schoolkids waiting to be 
brought in for register. At St Georges, we 
want people to come to church; we want to 
be a welcoming community of faith.  
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We also know that stepping into church 
can be a big deal.  
So here are some options.... 
If you’re reading this at home or in the 
gate and you’d like to come but you’re 
not sure what we’re about you can check 
us out on our youtube channel. That’s an 
easy way to ‘take a peek’. If you’d like to 
come in person but you don’t know  
anyone then get in touch and we’ll find a 
way to greet you. All are welcome in this 
place. 

God bless, 

Nick



NEXT ONE: Saturday 18th September. 

We will again be meeting on the  
Quantocks but this time moving to 
the western end and enjoying the 360 
degree views from Beacon Hill and the 
lovely combes on a walk of approxi-
mately 5km starting and finishing at 
the Staple Plantation car park.  
 
We will aim for a 10.00am start as usual 
and please let Nick Oliver know if you 
would like to come along by email on 
nickoliver36@me.com and he can  
provide more information.

HUGE thanks to Nick and Maggie for 
organising this for us. 
There’s nothing better than being 
amongst His beautiful creation  
together!

Thanks to thise who have sent their  
photos of their grown produce but if  
anyone else ahs been growing some  
produce that will be harvested soon, 
please do think about sending us a photo 
and emailing it into the office so we can 
put it in our online service! 

A Note About In Church 
Services
We wanted to give you advance notice 
about a couple of changes that we will be 
introducing at St George’s.
Firstly, as we promised, we are going very 
slowly as we try to open up and bring 
things back to our in church services so 
from next Sunday 26th September, we will 
be having a worship song after the sermon  
meaning there will be 1 sung worship song 
in the service and then 1 outside at the end 
of the service.  
There will be seating available for those 
who feel uncomfortable singing in the 
building under the Bell Tower. We will 
continue to monitor and review things to 
ensure that we are following guidelines 
and doing what we can to look after one 
another and keep each other safe.
The other change is that we will now no 
longer have Open Church on a  
Thursday morning 
However, please keep your eyes peeled as 
we hope to re-introduce our  
Tuesday 10am Holy Communion  
Service at some stage, hopefully  
beginning in November



Take a mossy moment today, take a wander 
and wonder!
Just as the leaves are beginning to drain 
the green and turn all different hues of 
brown, red and gold, the hills are bursting 
with new purple haze. This picture was 
taken 25 minutes from Taunton in the 
stunning Quantock Hills and well worth the 
trip. Can you find other patches of purple 
anywhere in creation when you’re out and 
about? 
The colour purple was a luxury in Biblical 
times as purple dye was very expensive. 
It was used to represent royalty or impor-
tance. What does purple make you think 
of? What changes in your life might bring 
you new colour?

Take a Mossy Moment...

It was so  great to see the Mums 
and little ones who joined us for 
our first ever session. 

Our next Buggy Buddies session is at 10am 
on 27th September. 

Buggy Buddies is our new group for parents 
with little ones in the fresh air. So bring your 
buggy and join the team (of friendly Mums) 
for a stroll around beautiful Vivary Park,
a coffee and a natter with other families.



StoryCoventryCoventry
Using original video footage, music and story,  

we embark on a journey of reconciliation, concluding with  
insight into the dynamics of personal reconciliation.  

The Coventry Story takes us from the 1940 Coventry blitz,  
the 1982 sinking of HMS Coventry, to a 2020 ‘reunion’  

in Buenos Aries.

on Monday 11th OctoberMonday 11th October  
at 7pm7pm

in St George’s Church Hall St George’s Church Hall 
Fons George, TauntonFons George, Taunton

Tickets will be limited so to book your FREE place,  
please email office@stgchurch.co.uk  

 
There will be a voluntary retiring offering, proceeds towards a new lectern  

lectionary bible that will be dedicated in honour of the men of both nations 
who list their lives in the 1982 South Atlantic Conflict.

The 
With Rev’d Martin Kirkbride

Join us for an evening with Rev’d 
Martin Kirkbride who will be  
taking us on a journey telling all 
about something very dear to his 
heart - The Coventry Story.

“Using original video footage,  
music and story, we embark on a 
journey of reconciliation, concluding 
with insight into the namics of  
personal reconciliation. This virtual 
‘son et lumière’, journey takes us 
from the 1940 Coventry blitz, the 
1982 sinking of HMS Coventry, to a 
2020 ‘reunion’ in Buenos Aries.  
The fast-moving route is via the 
downfall of Singapore, the  
destruction of Dresden, a nine-year-
old girl in Hiroshima and a cross 
of nails that was raised from 300 
foot deep below the South Atlantic 
waves. Along the way we encounter 
destruction and despair discovering 
forgiveness, new hope, and a  
challenge to our own daily journey.”

The event is very suitable for  
bringing guests along to. Tickets are 
free but there will be a voluntary 

retiring offering, with proceeds towards a new lectern lectionary bible that will be dedicated 
in honour of the men of both nations who list their lives in the 1982 South Atlantic Conflict.

Email office@stgchurch.co.uk to reserve your free ticket. Tickets are limited to ensure we 

We cannot tell you how  
WONDERFUL it was to bring our 
Stay and Play back to the Church 
Hall after so long being away. It 
was actually rather emotional to 
see it all set back up again and 
then to see the smiles on the Mums/Grand-
parents/Carers faces as they tasted a bit of 
normality again! Praise the Lord! 
Everyone felt very safe and was very  
responsible, allaying any concerns some may 
have had to return to a playgroup. 
If ytou’d like to be a part of our Stay and Play  
Helpers bringing joy to the little faces (and 
the tired faces!) as someone helping the  
children, or helping with refreshments, do 
get in touch. 



Yep, you read it correctly....we’re being 
bold and brave and going for it!  
We’ve already been discussing the C 
word and if the supermarkets can start 
selling mince pies then by jove, we can 
start planning a Christmas Fair out in 
our Churchyard this December!! 

We want to fill the Churchyard with 
stalls, fairy lights, Christmas music filling 
the air, mulled wine....more details will 

be following soon but pop the date Satruday 4th December from 2-5pm in your diaries! If 
you know of anyone who would like a stall or if you would like to come onboard and help us 
with this magical event, then get in touch! And if anyone has access to a Donkey we’d be 
even more grateful......:)

SAT 9TH OCTOBER
THE RETURN OF THE 
SOUP....

Well, how many of us have 
waited for this moment for our 
Soup Saturdays to return? 
It sounds such a simple idea 
but it really is such a special 
thing to be able to offer out to 
our community.
With delicious homemade 
soups on offer, it is a great way 
to bring a friend along and 
have a lovely bowl of soup with 
a side order of friendship to 
accompany it!
If you are able to to, willing 
to, wanting to, we would love 
you to join the team. Maybe 
it’s to make a soup, maybe it’s 
to serve it, maybe it’s to clear 
up, all are welcome to come 
onboard and join the Soup 
Squad :) Just email the office@
stgchurch.co.uk and let Bethan 
know so she can pass it on.
Or just come along and enjoy a 
souperb bowl of soup. 
With voluntary donations to 
the church and some stalls, it’s 
a great thing to come along to 
support!



TEAR Fund is a Christian charity that part-
ners with churches in more than 50 of the 
world’s poorest coun- tries. They tackle 
poverty through sustainable develop-
ment, responding to disasters and chal-
lenging injustice. 

Our gifts will follow Jesus to the place of  
greatest need and can change lives. TEAR 
Fund already have a ‘Crisis in Afghanistan’  
Appeal running and believe that God is 
calling all of us to play our part and bring 
an end to extreme poverty and injustice 

If you wish to donate to Tearfund by 
cheque, then please make it payable to 
Tearfund and send it to the following  
address:
Tearfund, 100 Church Road,
Teddington, Middlesex,
TW11 8QE
If you prefer to give over the phone, please 
contact Tearfund on 020 3906 3906.
To donate online please visit  
www.tearfund.org/get-involved/donate

And do you know what? This amazing 
lady was back at her desk on Monday 
morning!! We’re sooo proud of you Hilary!

She Did It!

SUN 9.45AM ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICE  
10.00AM HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
11.00AM COFFEE ZOOM 
11.00am social events/fundraising     
 meeting in dunning room

9.00PM COMPLINE NIGHT PRAYER ON ZOOM

9.30AM STAY AND PLAY 

MON

TUES

WED
THURS
FRI
SAT

sunday 3rd october harvest services harvest services 
saturday 9th October Soup SaturdaySoup Saturday  
Monday 11th October The coventry storyThe coventry story

As we are now beginning a new Sermon 
Series, if you would like to follow the 

Church of England Lectionary readings on 
Sundays for this Sunday they are: 

James 3: 13 -4:3, 7-8 and Mark 9:30-37

FUTURE DIARY DATES TO NOTE!

She only went and did it!! Wow Hilary - 
you are AMAZING!!! 
In 30 hours, this fabulous, inspiration-
al lady climbed not just Ben Nevis, but 
Scafell Pike (my personal favourite!) AND 
Mount Snowden. How incredible is that! 
She has so far raised over £3000 but it’s 
not too late to show her your support and 
encouragement so just visit her Just Giv-
ing Page where all proceeds will go to St 
Margarets Hospice where she has worked 
for many years. https:// www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/ hilary3peakschallenge



So Harvest is very nearly upon us 
and we’d really love to be able to 
spend it with you....
We hope there will be something 
to suit each and everyone of you 
this year, however you feel  
comfortable to give thanks to the 
Lord for harvest.

We have our Online Harvest  
Service on Youtube from 9.45am 
as usual which you can join in with 
at whatever time works best for 
you.

We then have our In Church  
Communion Service where we will 
be giving thanks for the Harvest 
offerings for Open Door and  
Taunton Foodbank from your  
donations.

Finally, we have a fabulous  
opportunity to all come up to 
Wildside no matter what age we 
are to worship in the great  
outdoors together.  
 

There will be so much going on up there from digging up the harvest offerings with our 
bare hands, making sweet treats and toasting them on the campfire, harvest crafts but 
it’s ultimately a time to worship together to give thanks. Our worship band will be there to 
lead us and we’d so love you to join us if you can.

Current requests for Harvest donatons are:
TINNED COMPLETE MEALS (BEANS AND SAUSAGES/SPAG BOL/BEEF RAVIOLI)
RED SAUCE / BROWN SAUCE
TINNED COLD MEATS (PORK, HAM, SPAM, CORNED BEEF)
BISCUITS
TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS
INSTANT NOODLES
SNACKS (CRISPS ETC)
FRUIT JUICE - LONG LIFE ONLY
TINNED CARROTS
TINNED RICE PUDDING
TINNED CUSTARD
LONG LIFE MILK
These can be left at the back of the church in the boxes ready for the donations.  
We’d appreciate donations by Monday 27th in order to use some of them for our church 
harvest decorations! Thank You!

Harvest 
Services!



Heavenly Father hear our prayers and listen 
to the words of our mouths as we lay before 
your throne our hopes and fears, our joys and 
concerns and all the things for which we give 
thanks.
We pray for the St George’s Church and all our 
churches in Taunton and throughout the world, 
and all who call themselves Christians, that 
they may go forward in unity and strength. 
Help us to respect the beliefs of others even 
if we do not share them, to celebrate what we 
have in common and to accept our differences. 
Guide us all in our ministries as we live each 
day. Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Creator God , drive away despair from our 
politics, revive our dreams of justice and truth, 
and restore our passion for what is good and 
right.  Establish your just and gentle rule 
throughout the world especially where there is 
conflict; where peace seems so far away and 
so many have lost everything, even the faint 
hope of a peaceful future.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Gracious God, help us always to remember 
that in life we are “Third” and that you and our 
neighbour come first and second.  Help us al-
ways to practice unselfishness as we attempt 
to live out our lives genuinely trying to be the 
servant of all, just as our Lord commanded.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Loving God Lord, we pray for all those who 
are afflicted by physical, emotional or mental 
illness. Help them to keep their eyes fixed on 
you, and give them the courage to face the 
trials and temptations that may come
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Faithful God draw near to us, strengthen our 
faith, deepen our love for you and for our 
neighbours and open our eyes to the wonder 
of your creation.

Merciful Father: accept these prayers for 
the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   Amen

Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,  

either by death or life:  
hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all 

whom we remember this day; 
fulfill in them the purpose of your love;  

and bring us all, with them,  
to your eternal joy;   

We especially pray for the family and friends 
of Blanche WoodBlanche Wood  

through Jesus Christ, our lord. 
Amen.

Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:

open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Collect


