
After 18 months of lockdown, 

our little family had a day out. 

My goodness it was good to get 

out and away! The Griffin family 

love a good zoo trip. We once went to Longleat 52 

times in one year (Local residents get discounted 

annual passes thank you!) which bearing in mind it is 

only open for about 40 weeks is rather a lot; 

indeed, my daughter actually learnt to walk under 

the shady trees next to the maze garden.  

The animals are spectacular; the intricacies of the 

zebra’s stripes, bothersome baboons and sneaky 

maned wolves all contributed to the wonder of the 

day. Zoos are also a fascinating mix of humanity at 

their best and worst reminding us of the immense 

capacity of the human creature to both conserve 

and destroy. This is displayed in the plentiful 

information boards but also in those attending the 

park; quiet wonder at the majesty of the giraffe 

contrasting with adults banging on glass enclosures 

to encourage monkeys to wake up and play. It’s 

easy to condemn those who act in such disruptive 

ways but much harder to think about the ways that 

I might be similarly destructive in my own life and 

practices. After all, I confess to disappointment 

when the animals don’t perform like I would like 

them to and wonder how else I might need to 

conserve and protect rather than disrupt the 

creation.  

Good to be back with you folks and look forward 

to seeing you soon,  

God bless,  

Nick 

 
 

SUNDAY 13th JUNE 2021 

I just thought for those of you wanting to know if we 

had any sunshine on our long weekend. We travelled 

through thunderstorms but on one day there was a 

strange, unfamiliar yellow thing in the sky on one day. 

It was only 16C so we were all very confused to find 

we were lobster red at the end of the day. It was fun-

ny though as the boys looked as though they had 

gloves and shoes on afterwards as they’d been wear-

ing wet suits…oops! Our friend the drizzle did make a 

return the following day though which strangely gave 

us lobsters a bit of relief!! You’ve just got to love our 

British weather…. 

 

 

Heads up though…our holiday last year was carried  

forward to this year because of Covid which means I 

am off the last week of June…just in case any of you 

were planning to holiday then…maybe change the 

dates or ask me where I’m going so you can avoid it :) 

       Bethan 



       Oh  my goodness—how exciting is this! Not only have our home  

       based small groups started to organise meeting but there first two 

of our activity based small groups have also started making plans and all we now need is YOU!  

We hope there will be more small activity groups emerging and if you have any ideas for one do let us know. 

Take a look at these two new groups and get in touch if you would be interested to come along or would like 

to find out more... 

Footprints—Saturday 3rd July 10am 

Another new St George’s walking group will be 

meeting for the first time on Saturday 3rd July for a 

walk on the Quantocks. We plan to meet at 10am 

at the Crowcombe Park Gate car park and have a 

circular 3 mile walk into the top of Great Wood 

and back along the ridge. There will be some ‘up 

and down’ on the hills but we’ll take it easy with 

time for conversation, fellowship and contemplation! 

Bring water, snacks and a flask if you would like to.  

If you would like to come please get in touch with 

Nick Oliver on nickoliver36@me.com.  

    Nick Oliver & Maggie Beart 

          A Stroll for the Soul—Thursday 24 June 10.15am 

          We are fortunate to have Vivary Park, and local  

          footpaths, very close to St George’s.  We intend to 

          take advantage of this in arranging one of the first of 

          Nick's proposed group activities.  "A Stroll for the 

          Soul" will be an opportunity for a gentle walk, with 

          like-minded Christian folk, and anyone who enjoys 

          being in the fresh air is warmly invited to come  

          along.  

          Before setting off we shall have a prayer and a short  

          bible reading - and then we will share our own  

          thoughts and reflections on these, as we amble  

          along. We shall, of course, be responsibly observing 

          all appropriate social distancing and any other  

          restrictions in place at the time - but it will be very 

          ‘relaxed’.  

 

Do bring your walking pole or stick if you wish.  A pair of comfy shoes - and a smile - really is all you’ll need!  

We shall assemble in the Churchyard at 10.15 - for a 10.30 start, arriving back at the church about an hour later. 

Please let us know by e-mail, message or phone call to the church office if you would like to join us. 

"Jesus, you walk with me - help me to walk with You" ††††† 

                Janet Hall 



This week, the Mossy 

Church Team and George 

Bear hosted our first in 

person 'Mini Mossy 

Church Teddy Bear Adventure' all in the beautiful sur-

roundings of St George's churchyard. The sun shone, the 

birds sang, the bees buzzed and the teddy bears had a par-

ty. We had stories, rhymes, had sensory activities with nat-

ural objects as well as our bear hunt. We finished by mak-

ing dens and 'campfires' for our teddy bears to enjoy an-

other story in. It was so wonderful to welcome all the fam-

ilies together in a safe, distanced and outdoor environment. 

We thought about our senses, about colours, shapes and 

textures and we learnt that God made us all unique and 

special. Moving forward, there will be more 'Mini' Mossy 

events aimed at those with children 0-5 years, as well as 

our 'Mossy' events for all ages. Put a date in your diary for 

3rd July for an exciting all age event. Details coming soon! 

Following on from our recent series of Mossy Moments, 

we are thinking about our sense of TASTE this week. The 

wonderful gift of taste! Did you know that humans have 

between 2000 and 10,000 taste buds and tiny hairs on our 

tongues which renew every 2 weeks! As you get older 

your taste buds become less sensitive, which is often why 

adults prefer stronger tastes than children, like olives or 

capers! Take a moment and think about the best food you 

have ever enjoyed. Perhaps it is a nostalgic memory from 

childhood, perhaps a special meal on a holiday or for a cel-

ebration. Food can bring joy and pleasure too.  

In the Bible, Psalm 34 verse 8 calls on the reader to "Taste 

and see that the Lord is Good". Now we can't EAT 

God! So what does it mean? To "taste" is to remember, to 

notice, to experience, to take pleasure in. Just like trying a 

new food, there are always new parts of God to get to 

know, to explore with our 'taste'. If you are unsure of try-

ing a new food, perhaps something exotic or outside of 

your comfort zone, then what can encourage you in it? 

More often than not, it is someone with you egging you on 

to eat the escargot or ostrich steak! But sometimes it can 

just be a moment of courage from inside, our own desire 

to experience and to have that knowledge.  

This week, as you eat the food you regularly do, or per-

haps if you try something new, why not take a mossy mo-

ment and concentrate of your sense of taste. Try and iden-

tify the different flavours. In a family, you could even do a 

blind taste quiz. But I hope that this week, you might also 

think about how you might 'taste' in a spiritual way too. 

What encouragement do you need to try this new 'taste'? 

If you would like a relaxed chat about the Christian faith, 

about 'tasting' God, then do get in touch and one of the 

Mossy Church team can have a distanced cuppa with you. 

And as ever, do please keep checking our facebook page 

for more 'Mossy Moments', crafts and details of future 

events. It brilliant to have so many new local families join us 

for our Mini event this week, so many of whom found us 

through Facebook, so 'like' and 'share' the page so we can 

invite more local families along. " 



 

 

 Our Charity Collection and recommendation for the 

month of June  

 

A Rocha UK is a Christian charity working for the pro-

tection and restoration of the natural world. This is their 

response to the biblical mandate to care for the earth, 

and a demonstration of the Christian hope for God’s 

world.  

 

They do this through: – practical involvement in nature 

conservation projects and ecological research; – cam-

paigning on biodiversity issues; – engaging with churches, 

schools, communities and individuals.  

There will be a retiring collection ready in church or if 

you are unable to come in person, we do encourage 

you to make a donation online. https://www.arocha.org/

en/donate/ 

Or post: A Rocha International  

180 Piccadilly, London W1J 9HF  

 

 

Yes it’s that time of the month again already, time 

to get out those gardening tools, get those  

gardening gloves on and join us for some soul 

filling churchyard gardening. A great way to get 

your exercise for body and mind and we love the 

sense of community it brings as we lovingly care 

for our beautiful churchyard. 

So why not come and along and join in? There 

are lots of little tasks to keep this churchyard 

looking loved. Come along for an hour or for the 

whole session—it would be great to care for His 

creation together with you! 

We have a few churchyard tools, but many help-

ers like to bring their own, not forgetting garden 

gloves, as there are quite a few brambles! It’s also 

very helpful if anyone can bring along a garden 

sack or is able occasionally to take a carload to 

the tip.  

Hope to see you there!  

Saturday 19th June  

9.30am to 12.30pm 

   Time to Pray: Prayer During the  

   Day and Night Prayer from the  

   Church of England provides a  

   pattern of prayer and daily Bible 

reading that is simple yet profound. It will help you to 

create and enjoy a regular time with God during your 

day – whatever your lifestyle. 

During the Day, a short, simple service of prayers, 

psalms and readings that can be done at any time of 

day. The app presents everything you need to carry 

out Prayer During the Day, with variations according to 

the day of the week and the season of the Church’s 

year. Go to your App Store or Google Play to  

download it. 
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ST GEORGE’S DIARY DATES 

SUN  13th    From 9.45am  

   Online Sunday Service 

   10.00am     

   CW Holy Communion  

   11.30am  

   Zoom Coffee Catch  

MON 14th  9.00pm  

   Compline Service on Zoom 

THURS 17th   10.00am -12.00pm    

   Open Church for Prayer  

SAT 19th    9.30am  - 12.00pm 

   Churchyard Gardening 

 

 

 

As we are following a Sermon Series—The Mis-

sion of God, using different Bible Verses, we 

thought some of you may like to  know what 

the lectionary readings would be for the  

Sunday.  

2 Corinthians 5:6-17 and Mark 4:26-34 

Bible  
Readings  

Lectionary  

 Next week is our Week of Prayer for Young People 

(13 – 19 June) and our hope is that churches across 

the Diocese, and beyond, will set aside time to join with 

us in prayer throughout the week.   

You can read more about the week here: https://

www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/week-of-prayer-for-

young-people-6848.php - where you can also find our 

simple guide to the week including a theme and prayer 

points for each day. There will also be daily posts on 

social media (#PrayForYoung People) plus a ‘youth 

take-over’ of the daily prayer videos. 

Let us pray for the generation of young people growing 



 

 

We pray for those who face the pain of grief at 

the loss of a loved one. Help us to support all 

those who mourn, both with our prayers and 

with practical help both this day and in the days 

and weeks to come. We remember before God 

those who have died and ask that those be-

reaved by their passing are aware of the light of 

Christ which eternally shines and brings so much 

hope. We especially pray for  

Shirley Gibbs 

whose anniversary falls this week.  

God of all comfort, hear our prayer  
Amen 

In Loving Memory 

 

Our Prayer Circle is a confidential way to ask 

for prayer for yourself or someone on your 

heart. If you have any prayers that you would like 

our Prayer Circle at St George’s to be praying 

for the please do not hesitate to email 

rachelmneal@btinternet.com   

 

 

 

 

Father God, we approach your throne of grace with our 
concerns, our burdens and our thanksgiving for all your 
people throughout the world.  Help us to put our trust in 
you and in our Saviour Jesus Christ who taught us that 
you love us as a parent and want only what is right for 
us. 
May the seeds that are being planted in our Church grow 
into branches that reach out into every part of our com-
munity and help us as we try and focus on the big issues 
that sometimes threaten to overwhelm us. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Creator God we pray for our world which seems to be 
forever caught up in violence and conflict. Through the 
media we are witnesses to terrorist violence in so many 
parts the world. As we continue to pray for peace and 
goodwill towards all people we also pray for the inno-
cent victims and their families caught up in conflicts 
which are not of their making. 

We pray for our world leaders and for our Royal Family. 
We also pray for our community leaders and those in 
public office dealing with difficult situations and espe-
cially for those dealing with the ongoing Pandem-
ic.  Help us to always be aware of the part that we can 
play by always acting carefully and unselfishly. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Gracious God we pray for our children and young people 
as they near end of another academic year. Be with 
those who are beginning important examinations at 
school and university and those starting new lives in the 
world of work. Help us, through our Christian life to  
create a society where both young and old, gifted and 
less able feel valued and proud to be a part of society 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Loving God we think now of those in need in our own 
community and further afield; the elderly, the house-
bound and those in care homes, hospital and hospice. 
We also remember the victims of violence, abuse or  
cruelty.  We give thanks for all those who care for the 
sick within the family, and for all our medical and  
voluntary services. Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our  
Prayer 

Lord we ask you to lead us into the coming week, Help 
us to believe that you are close by us, keep us from mak-
ing mistakes and help us never to disappoint you. When 
we face hard decisions or difficult work, when we enjoy 
ourselves and have fun with others may we know that 
you share these times with us. Lord, in your Mercy: 
Hear our Prayer 
 
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen 

 

Prayers this week  

 
The Collect for Sunday 13th June 

Lord you have taught us that all our doings 

without love are worth nothing, send your 

Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts that 

most excellent gift of love. Deepen our 

faithfulness to you and your living Word, 

whose mercy never fails through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 


