
 

 

Left foot in/Right foot out/in/out/in out.  

The last year of Covid has been like a terrible version 

of the Hokey-kokey. Into lockdown, out of lockdown, 

tier 1, 2, 3 and 4…rumoured for tier 5?! In a time 

when the police were struggling to keep up with 

‘recommendations and guidance vs. law’ and found 

themselves patrolling non-essential aisles of Tesco,  

well it has been the strangest of years for all.  

I realise now that I was drip-feeding myself hope 

throughout the last year ‘it’ll be alright after Easter 

(2020), then ‘maybe September’, surely after 

Christmas…each time disappointment prevailed. But 

last week I got the jab. Glorious pain into the arm that 

signals deliverance from lockdown; signals the potential 

for a coffee I don’t make myself or a meal we don’t 

have to wash up. Hope for a hug.  

Hope is a strange virtue. For most of history, it wasn’t 

considered a positive feature but a character weakness, 

indeed I was kidding myself during the last year that ‘it 

would be ok when’. Some hope is more solid than 

others and we pray vaccines are more solid than 

fanciful wishing.   

But in the end, all of these desires are temporary and 

when I return to coffee shops, cinemas, even holidays, 

I’ll soon forget the drudgery of the last year. The bible 

describes the hope of faith as a ‘sure foundation’ and a 

hope that does not fade or spoil because it is founded 

on the resurrection of Jesus.  

In gale, flood and storm, sickness and health, this hope 

of His resurrection has sustained the church for 

millenia. It is solid; it is firm and reliable hope.  

Take a moment today; I wonder what you hope for? 

God bless,  

Nick 
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Just a note to say that St Georges takes all Covid-19 

regulations seriously. We’ve had a few questions 

about some of our processes, so it’s helpful to  

outline them again.  

Firstly, masks/face-coverings are worn at all services 

and in all buildings at all times. Hand sanitising is  

encouraged at entrance and exit.  

 

Secondly, for communion services, only the bread is 

administered, kept covered during consecration and 

the wine is consumed only by the minister.  

When distributing communion, the minister wears 

both a face covering and face shield, so that I  

resemble an ordained Darth Vader.  

 

Thirdly, doors are kept open to ventilate the space.  

If you see one shut during a service, please open it 

up again.  

 

Fourthly, signs are erected all around the buildings 

to encourage compliance.  

 

Fifth, numbers are limited depending on the type of 

meeting or service engaged. Baptisms and Weddings 

are still set at a maximum of 30, whilst services of  

worship are capped at 50 to allow social distancing 

within the worship space. This also applies to any  

Funeral Services taking place in our Church as  

although the numbers allowed for funerals have 

now been removed, they are still restricted by how 

many the “venue” can safely accommodate, so for 

us, it is 50. This distinction can feel a bit nonsensical 

but it presumes that people travel more widely for  

significant life events than regular services of  

worship.  

For in person meetings, such as PCCs and the 

APCM we follow diocesan guidance; indeed this was 

why the date was adjusted to permit a live meeting. 

Covid Guidance 



 

  

…(Cont from front page) Finally, as a church we contin-

ue to offer online and in-person services to enable 

the maximum number of people to engage in wor-

ship.  

The reality is that people feel rather differently 

about these ongoing restrictions. Some people are 

gung-ho and ready for ‘normality’, some have not 

left the house for 18 months. Our heart is to  

facilitate the worship of God’s people in the most 

fulsome way we can safely do so; loving our  

neighbours and remaining gracious to one another. 

Some of the rules are law and we seek to be in full 

compliance with rapidly changing guidelines; some 

of them are recommendations and we take them 

with utmost seriousness.  

If you have any further questions, comments, please 

be in touch with me or with Bethan in the office.  

Nick 

 

Bishop Peter is to retire as the seventy-ninth Bishop 

of Bath and Wells after an online farewell service 

from Wells Cathedral on Pentecost, Saturday 22 

May. Bishop Peter, who is 65, announced he was 

stepping down earlier this year, following treatment 

for leukaemia, which he began in August 2020. He 

has been bishop of the diocese for seven years, from 

2014. 

Covid restrictions and Bishop Peter's treatment, 

which prevents him from going into public spaces, 

mean his farewell service from Wells Cathedral will 

be streamed and will be available to view online at 

on Saturday 22 May at 3pm via the diocesan  

website and Facebook page. The service begins at 

3pm and will be followed at 3.50pm by a  

celebratory Zoom tea, which will also be streamed 

via the same sites. 

Those watching the service online will see the  

symbolic moment when Bishop Peter leaves his  

crozier – the shepherd’s crook that signifies his role 

as leader of his flock. From that moment, he is no 

longer Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

You can download the order of service from the 

Diocesan Website and the live stream of the  

farewell tea will be available there too from 3:50 on 

Saturday 

 

 Look who’s going to be Taunton’s new Mayor! Yes, 

our wonderful St George’s Church family member 

SUE LEES.!! CONGRATULATIONS SUE!! We are 

all so thrilled that our town will be served by our 

fabulous friend. Her Mayor Making evening is on 

Tuesday 25th May. Please pray for Sue and Richard 

as she takes on this role. We are so proud of you 

Sue and know this town is so very blessed to have 

you as our Mayor. 

Does this mean we have to curtsey now when 

we see you? Only joking! We wish you all the 

best Sue and know that we will be praying for 

you every step of the way. God Bless Sue. 



If we are able, we need to make a special effort to help 

this year as, like all the charities, it has been so difficult 

for them to raise the funds they need as no events can 

be held.   If you saw on the TV News the map of the 

world showing the areas where vaccines have been giv-

en - and NOT given - you will know just how blessed 

WE are.   

They are working with like-minded groups to advocate 

on the importance of ensuring that vaccines are made 

available to vulnerable people in poor countries and 

not monopolised by the global North. And when vac-

cination campaigns begin, Christian Aid will support 

them by:  

 - equipping local health services with data on  

    hard-to-reach communities  

 - mobilising communities to come forward  

   for vaccinations 

 - working with faith and community leaders to  

   share positive messages about vaccines. 

Imagine trying to live and work a socially distanced life 

in some of the countries where CHRISTIAN AID is  

working.  They need our support to continue their 

work. 

If you are coming to Church, you can donate 

through the retiring collection.   

If you are worshiping on-line at home, you can 

support with on-line donations or by sending a 

cheque by post to:  Christian Aid,  35 Lower 

Marsh,  London SE1 7RL.   

To donate online go to https://

www.christianaid.org.uk/ 

 
Love never fails 

Even in the darkest moments, love gives 
hope.  

Lve compels us to fight against  
coronavirus alongside our sisters and brothers 

living in poverty. 
Love compels us to stand together in prayer 

with our neighbours near and far. 
Love compels us to give and act as one.  

Now, it is clear that our futures are bound 
together more tightly than ever before.  

As we pray in our individual homes – around 
the nation and around the world – we are 

united as one family. 
So, let us pause and find a moment of peace, 
as we lift up our hearts together in prayer. 



This week Mossy Church is thinking about our sense of 

SMELL. Smell and taste work together. Humans can detect at 

least 10,000 distinct smells! Pretty impressive! However, 

some creatures, like dogs, sharks, snakes and bears are 'super 

smellers' being able to pick up scents from long distances. 

But the animal with the greatest sense of smell surprisingly is 

the African Elephant!  

Smell is the only sense which has direct connection to the 

part of the brain where memories are formed. Have you 

ever caught a waft of food cooking which has transported 

your mind back to a loved one's kitchen, or even dreaded 

school dinners of old? The smell of wax crayons can evoke a 

memory of childhood, or freshly baked bread from a bakery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What smells do you notice outside in nature? What are your 

favourite smells? Try taking a Mossy 'aroma adventure' this 

week and find some delightful and also some unpleasant 

scents? You could write a list to search out. Maybe you could 

find freshly cut grass, wet tarmac, mud or wet leaves, roses 

or other flowers or blossoms. Our own churchyard or Vi-

vary Park have a host of natural things to sniff around in! I 

wonder if the smells you find will make you remember a 

particular time or memory. We'd love to know what you 

find, do share on the facebook page or send us an email. 

Scents and aromas are mentioned throughout the Bible. 

Sometimes used as way to describe a feeling or mood and 

sometimes to evoke memory or illustrate as a picture of 

something. In Biblical times aromas were used to signify sig-

nificant times, like when people died and even as part of the 

worship in the temple. In the gospels, we read of the lady 

who used an expensive jar of perfume (worth an entire 

year's wages!) to wash Jesus' feet to recognise His im-

portance and show reverence. Did you know that prayers 

are described poetically as 'sweet smelling incense' to God. 

So, next time you are aware of a sweet smell or even offen-

sive pong in nature or at home, use it as a prompt to re-

member to pray! The Creator is always listening when you 

talk to Him and He thinks it smells great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mossy Church Team  
For all of our Mossy Makes, Bakes, Moments, Prayers & Events, visit 

our Facebook page @mossychurchstgswilton Please give the page a 

'like' and a 'share' with anyone who you think might be interested.  

If you have a picture, craft idea or activity you think might work well  

in Mossy Church, do email families@stgchurch.co.uk  

 
Dear God, 

Thank You for our amazing bodies and our 
sense of smell.  

It is amazing that smells can help us taste as 
well as remember special memories. 

As we explore your creation and the wonderful 
smells around us please help us to remember 

to talk to You. 
Thank You that our prayers are sweet smelling 

to You! 
Amen 
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ST GEORGE’S DIARY DATES 

SUN  23rd   From 9.45am  

   Online Sunday Service 

   10.00am     

   CW Holy Communion  

   11.00am 

   APCM in church and Zoom 

   11.30am  

   Zoom Coffee Catch  

MON  24th  9.00pm  

   Compline Service on Zoom 

THURS 27th    10.00am -12.00pm    

   Open Church for Prayer  

FUTURE DATES TO NOTE: 

Wednesday 9th June—Mossy Church Outdoor  

        Event for families 

Friday 11th June— Graves into Gardens 

   Outdoor Worship for all 

Look out for more information on our 

Mossy Church event with George Bear 

in next week’s News Board 

Don’t miss out on being in one of our small groups! We 

have home study groups and activity groups (like walking 

groups) - all exciting stuff—so come along and be a part 

of it. Come and be a disciple with us! Get in touch!  

Email  
office@stgchurch.co.uk or 
nick@stgchurch.co.uk 



 

 

Holy God through the death and resurrection of 

your son Jesus Christ you gave to all of us the 

wonderful gift of eternal life.  Though we mourn 

their passing we remember before you those 

who have recently died and those long passed 

but still missed. We especially pray for……  

Eileen Thorpe, Ernest Bond,  

Cavill Stutt, Joyce Edwards 

whose anniversary falls this week  

And for Brian Underwood  

who we sadly said goodbye to this week. 

God of all comfort, hear our prayer  
Amen 

In Loving Memory 

Creator God help us to be constantly aware of the 
world’s needs and problems.  Give the leaders of the 
world the courage to oppose sin and tyranny that there 
may be a greater unity among nations seeking to halt 
the threat from the pandemic, and that the common 
good of all humanity be served by their decisions and 
action.    
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Father God we thank you for the gift of hospitality and 
all of the opportunities that we have to share food and 
fellowship with our families, friends and neighbours.  We 
also give thanks for the gift of languages which enables 
us to communicate, even in a very small way. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Merciful God, we pray for the gift of healing to restore 
those who are sick, injured or suffering. We especially 
raise before you now those who have asked for healing 
prayer for themselves or a loved one. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Faithful God, as we go out into the world we pray that 
this Pentecost may bring our Church community a  
renewed sense of unity with all Christians around the 
world.  May we use the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given 
us to spread the good news and live the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen 

 

Prayers for  

Pentecost Sunday 
Pray not for Arab or Jew, 

for Palestinian or Israeli, 

but pray rather for ourselves, 

that we might not 

divide them in our prayers 

but keep them both together 

in our hearts. 

When races fight, 

peace be amongst us. 

When neighbours argue 

peace be amongst us. 

When nations disagree 

peace be amongst us. 

Where people struggle for justice 

let justice prevail. 

Where Christ’s disciples follow 

let peace be our way. 

Amen.  

 

 


