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Welcome...

Father, we offer to you this new phase in the life of St George’s. 
As we prepare for a new Vicar, may our faith in you never waver and help us to trust you during 

these coming months of uncertainty and change. 

Vacancy period is not a time to stand still, but a chance for growth and expectation as we pray 
for what needs to happen in the coming months. You may be calling us to do unexpected things. 

Help us to develop all the creative ideas and actions that are already here and be ready 
for whatever you may ask.

Guide us together as we seek the right person for our church and this parish. 

We pray for those who are looking to find the right place for their ministry, that together we 
may discover your way for the future and see your kingdom grow.

Amen.

to St George's Church,Wilton

St Georges's Wilton Vacancy Prayer

A note from our Churchwardens
Welcome to our Parish Profile, and thank you for your interest in St George’s 
Church. 

We’re delighted that you feel that St George’s may be where God is leading you, 
and we believe that what follows will give you an honest picture of who and 
what we are, and our aspirations. 

During recent consultation amongst Church members and also other residents 
in the Parish about our future, we were pleased to receive a wide variety of 
comments, some of which are included in the circled quotations in this profile. 

We hope and pray that as you read on, you’ll like what you see and read, and 
will feel inspired to apply for the post of Vicar. We trust that you will feel 
encouraged to explore further, with God’s help, whether you are the right 
person to help us move forward in faith.

We very much look forward to hearing from you and meeting you. In the 
meantime, if you have any questions that you would like answered, 
please feel free to contact us. 

Peter Joyce and Hilary McKegney
Churchwarden & Assistant Churchwarden
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Who We Are

St George's Wilton is a single church 

benefice at the heart of the Wilton & 

Sherford community. 

With a stable, faithful, generous and 

welcoming membership of around 170,  

(and 113 people on the Electoral Roll), we 

come from a broad, middle of the road, 

range of Christian traditions. 

We welcome people to join us and grow 

in their faith, “worshipping God, following 

Jesus, and learning together”. We are 

known as a welcoming and inclusive 

church, with a united congregation.

We are outward looking and aim to serve 

and make the Gospel known through our 

lives and actions in our local community, 

and also internationally through strong 

links with mission partners. 

We give all our weekly collections to 

support them and also a wide range of 

charitable organisations.

We are part of a supportive Local Ministry 

Group in Taunton, working with three 

other parishes - All Saints Church, Trull,  

St Michaels Galmington and St Peter &  

St Pauls, Bishops Hull, Taunton. We also 

have links with St George’s Roman Catholic 

Church in Taunton.

The attractive Church, Church Hall and 

churchyard are well looked after and offer 

facilities for worship, social activities and 

commercial hire. Our AV equipment in 

church using Proclaim Faithlife software, 

promotes modern creative worship and 

events in a traditional setting. 

 

At St George’s we thank God that despite 

the restrictions of the Coronavirus 

pandemic, our congregation has pulled 

together during the crisis and discovered 

new ways of worship on-line. We have been 

exceptionally well supported and inspired 

by several retired local clergy, with whom 

we expect to maintain a relationship in 

future. Also, our finances have remained 

healthy.
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How would we describe ourselves 
at St George's Wilton?

Worshipping God, Following Jesus, Learning Together

"St George’s is a 
warm, welcoming 

church and 
members are 
friendly and 
supportive”

"Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above yourselves. 
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep 
your spiritual fervour, serving the 
Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practise hospitality." Romans 112:10-13

WELCOMING
Faithful

SUPPORTIVE

Inclusive

Fellowship Hope

Love

Wilton

Sherford

Community
Caring

Following Jesus

Worshipping God

Learning Together
Charity

Prayerful 1
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Following a prayerful Awayday, and 

committed to “Worshipping God, following 

Jesus, and learning together”, St George’s 

PCC believes that God is challenging us 

to change and develop over the next 

three years, so as to better serve our local 

community. With the Holy Spirit enabling, 

we feel that there may be opportunities to 

develop by ……..

 

Worship
Welcoming more people to a greater 

variety of less liturgical services that use 

more modern language; that are innovative 

and more exuberant, and have a greater 

emphasis on Bible based teaching. 

We aim especially to attract younger 

people and families and encourage growth 

in both numbers and depth of Christian 

faith. 

We wish to invite people to join us, inspired 

by the words of the Iona Holy Communion 

setting:

Also, building on the best traditional hymns 

and music, we aim to introduce more 

contemporary, joyful music and popular 

songs with modern language.

Who We Believe God 
Is Calling Us To Be 

Our prayer is that: 
 

Jesus should be our cornerstone, and that we should be 

prepared “for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4, 12-13). 

Fellowship
Developing a stronger feeling of a 

church family fellowship amongst the 

congregation. This could be encouraged 

through a stronger pastoral care team; 

further development of our prayer ministry; 

more home groups; well publicised 

social events, and stronger links with 

the local community and the uniformed 

organisations. This could also be aided 

by collaborative working with other local 

churches. 

Buildings & Environment
Making the Church more accessible, 

comfortable, attractive, well cared for, 

and generally even more welcoming. 

Developing ideas for removing pews to 

create more flexible space, and provide a 

servery and toilet. Also, being more active 

in the conservation of God's creation and 

working with other churches in Taunton 

towards becoming an "Eco Church".  

We look forward to developing these ideas, 

and discovering new ways of ‘being church’ 

with a new Vicar, who we trust will bring 

fresh insights and inspired leadership to St 

George’s. However, we are ever conscious 

that “a healthy church does few things, 

and does them well” (Robert Warren: The 

Healthy Churches Handbook, 2012 ), and 

that:

“So come, you who have 
much faith and you who have 

little, you who have been 
here often, and you who 

have not been here for a long 
time, and you who have tried 
to follow and you who have 
failed. Come not because it 
is I that invite you; it is our 
Lord. It is his will that those 
who want him should meet 

him here.”
Iona Community

“In his heart a man plans his 
course, but the Lord determines 
his steps” Proverbs 16, v9
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• A single church benefice

• Two very experienced, Licensed  

 Readers with strong preaching   

 and pastoral skills, who work   

 collaboratively with the Vicar

• A very capable, efficient and Spirit- 

 filled Parish Administrator / PA with  

 strong interpersonal skills

• Strong links with local retired   

 clergy, with permission to officiate

• A liberal minded, welcoming   

 congregation mindful of our need  

 to be ‘up for change’

• A culture of volunteering to ensure  

 the smooth runningof services and  

 weekly activities.

• Well maintained buildings: church,  

 churchyard and church hall

• Secure finances: we have paid our  

 Parish Share in full in recent years

• An organisational structure with a  

 supportive PCC, Churchwardens  

 and five Coordinators with   

 delegated responsibilities who are  

 all committed to working   

 imaginatively with the new Vicar

• A supportive Local Ministry Group  

 with clergy from three other   

 parishes

• A comfortable, recently upgraded 4  

 bedroom Vicarage, with a spacious  

 garden, close to the Church, and in a  

 quiet area

• A congregation intent on ensuring  

 that the Vicar’s work/life balance  

 is protected and days off and   

 holidays are respected.  

We can offer you... 
 

Who We Are  
Looking For

154

What We Can  
Offer You 

"St George's is a 
friendly, caring 
and supportive 

congregation which 
makes for good 

fellowship ”

"Full of the 
fruits of the 

Spirit ”
Bishop Henderson  

Primary School  
School Council

A Spiritual 
Leader

Able to help us develop a 
vision for a growing and 

thriving church and having 
the confidence to lead us 
towards this, delegating 

appropriately.
A People 

Person
Having a genuine interest 

in people and able to 
communicate effectively 

with all ages

A Teacher
Able to deliver good, 
Bible-based teaching 

related to our 
everyday lives. 

We are not looking for perfection! Whilst our separate Person 

Specification sets out a range of skills and qualities that we consider to be important, 

there are three essential qualities that we are looking for particularly in our future Vicar. 

These have emerged after consultation with our congregation and the local community.

We are looking for someone who has the ability to provide clear spiritual, pastoral and 

strategic leadership, but who is also a ‘servant leader’. The person appointed will have 

the skill to delegate confidently and appropriately to a strong team of committed people 

(see P29, Our Team) who have key leadership roles in the Church. He/she will also work 

effectively with the PCC to develop a plan for growth at St George’s.
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Taunton is the county town of Somerset, 

with over 1,000 years of religious, civic 

and military history. It derives its name 

from the river Tone that flows through the 

town centre. Taunton lies within the vale 

of Taunton Deane with the Blackdown 

Hills to the south, Quantock Hills to the 

north (both areas of outstanding natural 

beauty), as well as the Somerset Levels to 

the east, and Brendon Hills in the west. 

Taunton and surrounding area boasts 

a host of sporting, cultural and tourist 

venues/attractions including the 

Somerset County Cricket Ground, 

Taunton Racecourse, The Museum of 

Somerset, the Brewhouse Theatre,  

Tacci-Morris Arts Centre, the heritage 

West Somerset Railway, and Hestercombe 

House and Gardens. 

The town hosts a wide range of classical 

concerts and literature festival events in 

the theatre, independent bookshop, and 

many churches.

Whilst there is no university in Somerset at 

present, the Bridgwater & Taunton College 

provides a range of further and higher 

education courses as well as a variety of 

part-time courses for adult learners. 

& our neighbourhood
About Our Parish

There is a sixth form at Richard Huish 

College which performs highly in national 

tables, 19 primary schools, 4 secondary 

schools and 3 independent schools in 

Taunton alone.  

Taunton presently has a population of 

around 65,000, but plans for the town’s 

development include a major expansion in 

housing: 17,000 new homes in the Taunton 

urban area between 2011 and 2028, 25% 

of which will be ‘affordable’. 

Taunton has excellent transport links. It is 

situated on the main London to Penzance 

Great Western Railway rail route, two 

motorway junctions provide direct 

access to the M5 and there are two major 

county road routes which run through the 

Borough. 

Taunton & 
Somerset

15
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The parish is well located for both town 

and open countryside being 10 minutes 

away from each. 

The parish of St George’s, Wilton is a single 

church benefice located on the south 

side of Taunton. It stretches in a south-

easterly direction from a more densely 

populated area close to the town centre, 

for approximately 1 3/4 miles through the 

‘green wedge’ comprising Vivary Park and 

golf course and farmland, almost as far as 

the M5 motorway in the south. Its northern 

edge is bounded by the Galmington 

stream close to Musgrove Park hospital 

and Parkfield primary school. 

The parish is bisected by the East Deane 

Way, a popular footpath leading from 

Taunton and following the Sherford stream

out to the beautiful wooded Blackdown 

hills some 4 miles to the south. 

& our neighbourhood
About Our Parish

At its widest, the Parish is about 3/4 mile 

and is bounded by five neighbouring 

parishes. with whom we have good, 

cooperative working relationships. There 

are eight other places of worship with 

different traditions within half a mile.

Many of the St George’s congregation live 

well beyond the historic bounds of the 

parish. They continue to be attracted by  

a style of worship drawn from a century 

and more of distinctive clerical leadership 

faithfully and enthusiastically supported. 

From the 1960s the parish and its clergy 

have welcomed training curates and have 

been the inspiration for a similar number 

of ordinands. At present, one Church 

member has been accepted for, and has 

commenced ministerial training. 

At major festivals we distrubute to 

households in the parish, an invitation for 

people to join us at St George's.

Parish Of St George's 
Wilton

Our Church Hall is the focus for a diverse 

range of community groups and events, 

its rooms booked throughout the day 

and evenings. The Hall is regarded as part 

of our ministry to the local Wilton and 

Sherford community. 

The demographics of the parish are 

changing but the busy Church Hall 

demonstrates the concern of the church 

family for the needs of toddlers, the 

disadvantaged and the elderly during the 

week; continuing its tradition of care for, 

and outreach to the people of the parish.  

By far the largest proportion of the working 

population in Taunton is employed in 

the public sector, with many working at 

Musgrove Park Hospital and Somerset 

Partnership NHS Trust, the County and 

District councils, the colleges and the 

local schools.  

There is a much higher than average over 

75 years population in the community 

with housing to suit, including a large 

retirement village, McCarthy Stone 

developments and several care homes. 

There are also numerous properties 

providing housing and support to adults 

with learning disabilities, mental illness, 

homeless and young people undergoing 

assessment and support into independent 

adulthood/parenthood.

 

& our neighbourhood
About Our Parish

The vicarage is close to Vivary Park and 

Wilton Lands where there is a golf course, 

crazy golf and an adventure activity 

centre. The park hosts big concerts and 

the annual ‘Chelsea of the West’ Taunton 

Flower Show. 

Wilton & Sherford
Community

Vivary Park
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Prayer Space provides an opportunity 

for a small group to meet weekly and be 

quiet in God’s presence, and have a time 

of open prayer. The purpose is to try to 

bring God into the centre of our life at St 

George’s.  

The Prayer Circle pray regularly for 

anyone who has a need and would like 

prayer, the information is confidential 

within the group. Members of the Prayer 

Circle pray independently once they have 

received a prayer request.   

Prayer Ministry is provided by a small 

group who have undertaken training to 

enable them to support those requesting 

prayer in the best possible way. 

Prayer ministry is offered at the 10am Holy 

Communion service during communion, 

and after the service.  

Meetings are held regularly to provide 

support, prayer and sharing ideas for those 

involved with any form of prayer support 

at St. Georges.   

Prayer
Prayer is a vital part of church  
life at St. George's 
 

Prayer Space

Parish Demographic 
Statistics

"Prayer Ministry 
at different 

times has been 
particularly helpful 

in growing my 
faith”

"And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep 
on praying for all the Lord’s 
people." Ephesians 6:18

INDICATOR DATA  

POPULATION OF PARISH (2011) 4,377 (possibly 4.500 in 2019)

AGE PROFILE
YEARS     PARISH%   DIOCESE%   NATIONAL%
0-17               18                20                  21    
18 - 44           22               32                  37   
45 - 64          26               28                  25  
65 +              34                20                  16    

RELIGION                  PARISH%    DIOCESE%    NATIONAL% 
 
Christian       69                 62                   59 
No Religion   21              

OCCUPIED HOUSEHOLDS • Total Occupied Houses: 2,038
• Owner Occupied : 79%
• Private rented : 14%
• Social rented : 7%
• Lone parent : 16%

PEOPLE LIVING ON THEIR OWN 34%

DEPRIVATION RANK 9,695 (IMD 2015: Where 1 = Most deprived and 
12,425 = Least deprived)

POVERTY (% of population)  CHILD      WORKING AGE      PENSIONER
   6.2                   8.6                          8.2 

NO QUALIFICATIONS 17.5%

ETHINIC DIVERSITY 8.2%

HEALTH General health: Very bad or bad: 5% 
People with long term health problems: 22%
Overall: health relatively less good than the 
Diocese as a whole

BAPTISMS WEDDINGS FUNERALS

2018 6 7 9

2019 12 3 5
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Through The 
Week
10am Tues Holy Communion
A quiet, reflective service with no hymns 

using alternately the Book of Common 

Prayer, and Common Worship liturgy. 

Members of the Mothers' Union attend 

and lead the prayer and readings once a 

month.

Communion to Residential 
Homes
St George's hold a Communion Service, 

for those wishing to participate, in 5 

different Residential Homes / Care Home 

across the Parish through the month. 

These are led by our Lay Readers and  

trained Church Members. 

Home Communion to 
Parishioners
Church members who have received 

training take communion to residents in 

care homes and to people in their own 

homes who are housebound. 

We find that this is a great way to meet 

their spiritual needs and build friendships 

to help those who still feel part of our 

church family.  

Annual Services
As well as our Easter Sunday celebration, 

we offer services through Holy week 

including daily meditations, a Maundy 

Thursday service and a Good Friday - a 

quiet, reflective and meditative service.

At Christmas we offer a traditional 

candlelit Carol Service which is always 

very well supported by the community 

and our Christingle service on Christmas 

Eve is the most popular service of the 

year with families.

Sundays
8am Holy Communion 
A quiet, reflective service, using alternately 

the Book of Common Prayer, and Common 

Worship liturgy. It has a relatively small 

but faithful congregation, typically of 10 – 

15 people.

10am Worship with Holy 
Communion
A communion service that normally 

follows the Lectionary using the full range 

of Common Worship settings with a 

mixture of traditional and contemporary 

worship songs. The words of the liturgy, 

prayers and worship songs are projected 

imaginatively on several screens. Typically, 

there is a congregation of about 75 at this 

service. A Welcome Team ensures that 

newcomers as well as regular members 

feel welcome and at ease as they enter 

the church. Everyone is encouraged to 

meet together in the hall after the service 

for coffee. 

10am 4Everyone (all age) 
Service
An all age service is held on the first 

Sunday of the month. It is a shorter, 

informal, more relaxed service that is 

often lay-led, with teaching accessible to 

all. Children are especially welcome, with 

activities co-ordinated during the service 

and toys available for younger ones. 

Traditional and contemporary worship 

songs are chosen to reflect the theme of 

the service.  

Worship

4pm Evening Worship at 
Residential Homes
This takes place in rotation at different 

local residential homes. 

We hold an Evensong Service at St 

George's Residential Home on the 

4th Sunday of the month. There is an 

opportunity to take this service to another 

residential home in our Parish now that 

there is new management in place and 

relationships are being developed there.

• 
“Welcoming 

a broad 
cross section 

of church 
traditions”

OPPORTUNITY
Could we 

introduce other 
new ways to 

worship?

"… the worship 
style is middle-

of-the-road, easy 
to follow and not 

dogmatic”
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Music & Choir
There is a small, but committed robed 

choir of about 10 voices. Their function is 

to lead the congregation in the musical 

aspects of worship. Choir practices are 

held every fortnight led by one of our 

Church members and regular organists.

Joint choral evensongs are sometimes held 

between churches including St George's 

RC Church to celebrate every St George's 

Day.  Informal carol services are held in 

local nursing homes. 

A number of organists lead the music 

using the organ and/or keyboard and  are 

occasionally supplemented by one or two 

violinists at our 4Everyone Service.

A wide variety of music is enjoyed by the 

choir and congregation including traditional 

hymns and contemporary worship songs. 

It is our aim to develop the breadth of music 

to further enhance our worship. 

We believe that we are all responsible for 

pastoral care to one another and those in 

our local community. However, we have a 

dedicated Pastoral Care team led by our 

Pastoral Care Coordinator who is working 

hard to develop a larger team of pastoral 

care support helpers. 

The team encourages, organises and 

provides:

• transport to church for the less  

 able

• social visits to combat loneliness

• visits to those in hospital

• on-call to help in emergencies.

20

Pastoral Care
Providing practical care and support in times 
of crisis or difficulty for church members and 
others living within the Parish is considered a 
strength at St George’s.  

"Sing and make music in your 
heart to the Lord, always giving 
thanks to God the father for 
everything in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Ephesians 5:19-20

• 
“A welcoming, 

caring community 
which has a strong 
foundation of love 
for, and faith in 

God” ”

"A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

OPPORTUNITY
Develop our music 

to enhance 
our worship

• 
“At St George's 

I am able to 
worship 

without feeling 
uncomfortable” 

OPPORTUNITY
Help us to   

reach out to 
those socially 

isolated.

1514
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St George’s Church is a Grade II* listed 

building. It is on a site that has seen 

continuity of religious worship for probably 

1,000 years: a Saxon chapel was established 

near a well and some remnants of this are 

incorporated in the tower at the west end 

of the nave.  Extensive Victorian alterations 

to the mediaeval building included adding 

the chancel and two chapels in 1837-8, and 

the complete rebuilding of the tower in 

1853. Inside, alterations included a ringers’ 

gallery in the tower, above which is the bell 

chamber with 10 bells, and some notable 

stained glass windows. The ‘Lady chapel’ 

has an attractive, modern  stained glass 

window with semi-abstract design in vivid 

purple-blues. 

Since 2000, some reordering has created 

an open space with central altar under the 

chancel arch, and in 2016 several pews 

were removed from the south-west corner 

of the south aisle to create a small, more 

flexible, carpeted space with comfortable 

chairs. The Church can now accommodate 

around 250 people.

  

& Facilities
Our Buildings

The Churchyard
The churchyard provides an attractive 

frontage on to Fons George road on the 

south side of the church, but the main 

area extends to the north, bordering the 

Wilton allotments which are owned by the 

church. It is closed to burials, but open for 

the interment of ashes. The churchyard 

contains two commonwealth war graves, 

and a new area of remembrance was 

consecrated in 2018. It has an important 

role supporting our outreach, as many 

people pass through it on their way to and 

from the town, and they also enjoy being 

in the peaceful, green environment.

St George's 
Church The Church Hall serves as a venue for 

both church and community events, and 

is well used by around 500 people a week. 

In addition to the main hall and Dunning 

Room, there is a small meeting room, 

choir vestry, well-equipped kitchen and 

accessible toilets. The facilities of the Hall 

are hired out, and provide an increasing 

income for the church..

 

& Facilities
Our Buildings

Church Hall Scout Hut
The Scout Hut, behind the Hall, is owned 

by the Church. It provides the venue for 

the First Wilton Scout Group: a very active 

group, with whom the Church maintains a 

close relationship. The Hut requires some 

improvement work which the Scouts 

propose to carry out, following the PCC’s 

undertaking to allow them to occupy it 

for the foreseeable future. 

OPPORTUNITY
Are we making 

the best use 
of our Hall?

1716



Your Home
The Vicarage

The vicarage was built in 1968 in the 

grounds of the original 18th century 

vicarage within a conservation area, and 

is located between the church and church 

hall. 

The well equipped parish office is 

conveniently adjacent, and recent 

upgrading work has separated it 

completely from the vicarage, apart from 

a shared entrance porch.

The Vicarage (183m2) comprises: 

Downstairs

• Porch (shared with Parish Office)

• Entrance hall

• Study 

• WC / washroom

• Kitchen 

• Utility Room 

• Dining Room; double doors   

 leading to:

• Sitting Room 

• Stairs leading to

Upstairs

• 4 Bedrooms (one with en-suite  

 shower room. 

• Bathroom (bath,  shower, wc)

• WC

• Landing with airing cupboard &  

 loft access

External

• Roof with PV panels 

• Garden (0.33acre) 

• Front Forecourt: parking for 3   

 cars (including one space for the  

 Parish Administrator)

• ‘Garage’ (not suitable for vehicles –  

 only storage)

• Garden store 

• Gravel drive  (shared with Old   

 Vicarage)

Vicarage 
Location

Your Home

We have a small number of home groups, 

but this is an important area of church life 

that we would like to strengthen and grow as 

we aspire to many more people being part 

of a home group. 

We would like to explore fresh ways of 

engaging people in group-based exploration 

of faith and Bible study. 

At the moment we have or have recently 

been able to offer to our Church members:

• Advent Courses

• Lent groups

• 24/7 Prayer Course

• Alpha Course

• Daily Bible Reading Books

Our Church members have appreciated and 

found these teaching & learning tools very 

helpful as they have helped their faith journey 

and encouraged fellowship opportunities 

too. We are keen to explore new ways of 

learning together.

Home Groups, 
Teaching & 
Learning 

Groups & Activities

OPPORTUNITY
To increase Home 
Groups and link 

their studies 
to the sermons
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Our Church has an active and enthusiastic 

team of bell ringers who often pray with the 

Vicar before ringing. They very much feel 

part of the ‘church family’. 

The team always ring for the main Sunday 

service, and at other times as required such 

as weddings. 

The bells ‘welcome’ people to church and 

help to raise its ‘profile’ distinctively in the 

local community. 

One of the wonderful aspects of our 

beautiful church building is being able to 

see the ringers from within the church. This 

always feels very special at our busy Easter 

and Christmas services.

The team welcomes new ringers and 

particularly encourages younger members.

Seven members of our congregation are 

Street Pastors, two are School Pastors and 

St George’s has been supportive of these 

projects in Taunton since 2008.

            

The remit of Street Pastors is to care, listen 

and help those who may be vulnerable on 

the streets in the town centre at night. 

. 

School Pastors operate at The Taunton 

Academy, a comprehensive, with a 

challenging 11-16 intake. As well as after 

school patrols, the School Pastor team 

provide help with assemblies, pastoral 

support inside the school, one-to-one 

reading, mentoring, school trips and 

recently at a new initiative called “Wellbeing 

Wednesdays”. 

St Georges Church Wilton

Taunton Street  
& School Pastors 

“When the police 
come to a fight, 
some people get 

more stroppy, but 
street pastors 

seem to calm the 
atmosphere”

St George's
Bellringers

A unique part of our life together is the 

commitment to giving away 100% of our 

Sunday collections to charities. This is 

an important aspect of our outreach as 

we are called to show God’s love to our 

community and to our neighbours across 

the globe wherever the need is as an 

expression of our love. 

Church members volunteer with many 

charities and organisations in and around 

the town to take God's love out into our 

community.

Some examples of the charities and 

organisations we have helped through 

either volunteering or financially are:

 

Groups & Activities

As part of our Christian belief and witness,  

we seek to share God's love with those most 

in need of it wherever that may be.

Christian Concerns Group 
& Mission Links 

St George's is an outward looking Church 

that has developed personal links with 

Mission Partners at home and overseas 

and which seeks to engage with them in 

prayer as well as monetary support. 

Our Mission Partners include:

Church Mission Society; Interserve and 

Frank Shayi as well as having a Zambian 

Church Link with St Pauls, Kawama, 

Zambia.

Our Christian Concerns Group have led the 

Church's response to the 'Climate Change' 

debate and, having already won an Eco 

Congregation Award, the Church is now 

working - together with other Churches in 

the town - towards an Eco Church Award. 

OPPORTUNITY
To support us 
in becoming  

an Eco Church
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Advocacy

 

Fellowship 
Fundraising

& Fun

A number of events are held throughout the 

year to bring people together for fun and 

fellowship, as well as to raise funds to update 

and maintain our buildings and facilities, 

making them centres of warmth, activity and 

peace. 

Planning and facilitating events help people 

to get to know and support each other and 

give them an opportunity to discover and 

use their talents. 

Events include an annual church fete, posh 

teas, concerts with posh puds, beetle drives, 

board games afternoons, quizzes,monthly 

lunches, stalls with books and crafts and barn 

dances. Catering is carried out by a talented 

team of volunteers.

Social Events &
Fundraising

Groups & Activities

 

"St Georges is 
helping me to 

become the person 
God wants me to 
be – to be useful, 
honourable and 
compassionate”
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& ActivitiesGroups

St. George’s Church has a number of young 

people belonging to uniformed organisations, 

who meet in the Church Hall each week. 

The Scout group is a thriving church group 

(founded in 1909) and includes beavers, cubs, 

scouts and explorers therefore including 

young people from 6 to 18 years old. 

The Brownie group is also full and flourishing.  

This provides a major opportunity to involve 

young people in Church life and to foster 

their growth in the Christian faith.  

Advocacy

Organisations
Uniformed 

1st Taunton 
Wilton Scout 
Group

Wilton 
Brownies

We have one member of our PCC who is our 

Church link to the uniformed organisations.

Each year we hold a short, special Uniform 

Organisation Remembrance Service straight 

after our own Remembrance Day Service 

in the Church. This is very well attended 

by both the Scout Group and the Brownies 

involving them presenting their flags and 

doing the Readings. We also invite one from 

each group to do a reading at our Christmas 

Carol Service.

OPPORTUNITY
To involve the 

children, leaders  
& parents in  
Church life

'Stay and Play'   
our popular Parent/Carer 

and Toddler Group, was 

relaunched 2 years ago 

and now numbers around 

15 families a week.

Teams of leaders provide 

creative opportunities, 

games, singing and free 

play whilst other teams 

provide healthy snacks and 

build relationships with 

families  

'Family Fun 
Afternoons',   

have been an important part 

of our outreach to families.  

Usually held once a term, 

they comprise a short 

family-style service, 

activities in the Hall and tea.

Work
Children's 

OPPORTUNITY
To build relationships 

with families 
in our parish
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Parkfield Primary School is a community 

school lying within the Parish of Wilton. 

St George’s Church is looking to develop 

its relationship with the School particularly 

through acts of Christian worship and 

initiatives such as the Bible Society’s ‘Open 

the Book’ Bible story telling for primary 

schools. 

Parkfield 
Primary School 

Bishop Fox’s Secondary School is located 

on the eastern edge of the parish. It has 

been rated “good to outstanding” by 

Ofsted in 2017, and is ranked in the top 10 

secondary schools in Somerset, and top 

20% nationally. It is presently undergoing 

a £7m expansion that will create space 

for an additional 285 pupils in September 

2020. 

Bishop Fox's
School 

St George’s Church benefits from a 

thriving partnership and an ‘extended 

family’ in its links with Bishop Henderson 

Church of England VA Primary School, just 

outside the Parish. The School’s strapline 

is ‘learning together for life in all its 

fullness (John 10:10)’ and firmly embedded 

Christian values underpin all aspects of its 

everyday life, from the School vision and 

School Chaplain, to collective worship and 

daily reflection time for all pupils. 

The relationship with the Vicar of St 

George’s is a key part of this and continues 

the church’s long association with a school 

its members helped found. 

Schools

Bishop 
Henderson CE 
VA Primary 
School 

The Vicars of St George’s Church and  

St Michael’s Church, Galmington, both have 

an opportunity to play an active role in the 

School. Also, both have ex- officio governor 

positions on the School’s governing body, 

which meets six times a year, providing a 

formal opportunity to influence school life in 

a non-executive role. 

In 2006 a chaplaincy position was created 

from a Diocesan initiative called “Changing 

Lives”. The Rev Jenny Jeffery was licensed 

by the Bishop of Taunton as the first chaplain 

at the completion of her curacy in Wilton 

Parish. Now, a retired priest with permission 

to officiate, Jenny continues in her role as 

Chaplain supported financially, jointly by St 

George’s and St Michael’s churches and the 

School. 

The two churches support the School 

through a monthly cycle of prayer, and each 

term a prayer walk around the School. 

Rev Preb Simon Hill

"Read you 
parts of the Bible 

and  
tell Bible stories”

"There to  
support you”

"Make 
learning  
fun!"

"Stand up  
for the 
school ”

"Respectful 
and 

thoughtful”

"Enthusiastic 
and fun but still 

teach new 
things”

"Peaceful  
& Happy”

"Energetic!”

What the children want in 
their new Vicar . . .

"Start children off on the way they 
should go, and even when they are old 
they will not turn from it. " 
proverbs 22:6

OPPORTUNITY
Strengthen relationships

with Parkfield and  
Bishop Foxs  

Schools
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Our Team 
How We Work

The St George’s PCC consists of the Vicar, 8 

elected members (including one Assistant 

Churchwarden); 1 Churchwarden;  

2 ex-officio Deanery Synod representatives 

(one of whom is also an Assistant 

Churchwarden); the Treasurer, and the PCC 

Secretary. We normally meet quarterly 

to deal with Parish business, but have 

additional meetings if necessary. There are 

no committees, but our five Coordinators 

have specific roles (see page 30). 

Our PCC

Our Parish Administrator, Bethan Baigent 

is the only paid member of staff. She 

normally works 24 hours a week, but very 

flexibly to suit the needs of the Church. As 

well as acting as the Vicar’s PA and dealing 

with Church administration, she runs the 

Church Office - responding to enquiries, 

updating the website, managing our social 

media accounts, and dealing with room 

bookings and hiring of the Church Hall. Her 

design skills are a great asset, helping to 

enhance Church publicity.

Parish 
Administrator

At present, we have one Churchwarden, 

Peter Joyce and one Assistant 

Churchwarden, who is a prospective 

Churchwarden awaiting the Archdeacon’s 

next Visitation. Both Peter and Hilary will 

work closely with the Vicar and Parish 

Administrator, helping to organise Church 

services; dealing with day to day Church 

business, and the maintenance of buildings 

and facilities. They also assist in planning 

Church developments. 

Our 
Churchwarden 
& Assistant 
Churchwardens

John Page is our Treasurer who has served 

in this office for eight years. He works 

closely with the Parish Administrator and 

Christian Giving Officer each month to 

ensure the smooth running of Church 

finances. He liaises with the Church’s 

Accountants and Auditors, and reports 

to the PCC each quarter, and then at the 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

Our Treasurer

Our Team 
Who They Are

• 
"A spiritual gift is 
given to each of us 
so we can help each 

other"  
1 Corinthians 12:7

"As each has received a gift, use 
it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace:"  
1 Peter 4:10

At present, a Staff Meeting is held, usually 

weekly, to deal with any business matters 

that do not need to be referred to the 

PCC. This is usually attended by the Vicar, 

Parish Administrator, Churchwardens and, 

if appropriate the Treasurer. 

Staff Meeting

Our Team 
Who They Are

Peter Joyce 

Churchwarden

Michael Yardley 

Hilary McKegney

Rev’d Jenny Jeffery 

School Chaplain

John Page 

Technical Director

Bethan Baigent 

Hilary Buckley Clare Steel 

Jenny Norman 

Rachel Neal 

Pete McKegney

Liz Flower Laurie Jeffery 

Peter Ball Robert Dunning 

Michael Small 

Chris Michell 

Carole Smith 

 
Assistant 

Churchwarden

School Chaplain

Treasurer

PCC Member

Social Events & 
Fundraising Coordinator 

PCC Member

Home Group Coordinator 

PCC Member
Pastoral Care Coordinator 

PCC Member

Technical Team  
& Electoral Roll Officer Christian Giving Safeguarding Officer

Rosa Parsloe 

Administrator

Prayer Coordinator 

PCC Member

PCC Member

Matthew Norman 

Technical Team

Christian Cooncerns  Coordinator  

PCC Member

Reader Reader

Deanery Synmod 
Rep & PCC Member
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Our 
Coordinators

Safeguarding

The PCC has identified five aspects of 

Church activity that would benefit from 

special focus:

• Prayer

• Pastoral Care

• Home Groups

• Christian Concerns

• Social Events & Fundraising

For each of these activities, a small team 

of church members is headed-up by a 

Coordinator appointed by, and given 

delegated authority from the Vicar to 

encourage and support their work, and 

enable them to be most effective. Each 

Coordinator meets individually with the 

Vicar every other month to discuss ideas, 

opportunities and any concerns.

Our designated Safeguarding Officer is 

Liz Flower. She is trained in all aspects 

of safeguarding: a vital requirement for 

healthy church life. Our local arrangements 

are publicised on the Church’s website and 

noticeboards. Several church members have 

also undergone appropriate safeguarding 

training and all the required DBS checks 

have been completed.   

  

The church has a reasonably sound financial 

base and receives voluntary Income in the 

region of £128,600 each year.  All Sunday 

collections are given away to a wide 

range of charities and not retained for St 

George’s own use – a record for which our 

parishioners are justly proud. In 2019 this 

amounted to £12,542.

The main sources of income come from our 

Christian Giving scheme, and the revenue 

generated from hiring the Church Hall for a 

variety of activities and meetings.  Christian 

Giving is donated by approximately 100 

parishioners, which raised just over  £81,000 

in 2019.  Furthermore, 88 donations were 

eligible for Gift Aid from HMRC which 

raised a further £18,732.

  

The Hall generates around £14,000 on 

average each year with a footfall in the 

region of 500 per week.  Opportunities 

are continuously monitored to maximise 

the revenue potential of this facility – the 

introduction of free wi-fi has helped attract 

more interest in hiring the various meeting 

rooms.

 

The main expenditure by far is the annual 

Parish Share, which absorbed the entire 

Christian Giving contribution for 2018.  

Due to a substantial 9% rise for 2019 there 

was a risk that we might not be able to pay 

Finances
Our

our Parish Share in full this financial year. 

However, this situation was avoided thanks 

to an unexpected, generous donation from 

a Church member. Fortunately the sum 

we are expected to pay into the Common 

Fund in 2020 has been reduced, and we 

have faith in the continued generosity of 

our congregation so that we will be able to 

fully meet our commitment.   

The response to appeals in recent years 

has been outstanding and is an example of 

the generosity of the congregation: 

• 2011:  £8,000 was raised against an  

  appeal for £5,000 for new   

  kitchen units in the Hall. 

  The excess paid for a new   

  cooker, new utensils and new  

  crockery. 

• 2015:  £20, 600 was raised against   

  an appeal for £12,000 for a   

  new boiler in the Hall. The   

  excess paid for the installation of  

  new radiators, re-wiring and 

  re-decorating. 

• 2018:  £14,480 was raised against an  

  appeal for £6,000 for a new   

  boiler in the Church. The excess  

  paid for a new set of pew   

  runners and roof repairs. 

Our Readers
We have two licensed Readers, Robert 

Dunning and Peter Ball who preach and 

lead intercessions at services in Church. 

They also lead services in local residential 

homes an provide home communion to the 

sick and housebound.

Our Team 
How We Work
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Archdeacon Simon Hill 
A Message From

Our vision

In response to God’s immense love for us we seek to be God’s 

people living and telling the story of Jesus.

Our vision speaks of the story of Jesus; his life, teaching and 

work, his death and resurrection; the story which is the context 

of our faith and the content of our message.

We seek to live this story as disciples of Jesus Christ in the 

world and to tell it, both in sharing the good news and by the 

way in which our lives speak about Him.

The diocesan strategy is built around three priorities:

1. To place mission and evangelism at the heart of all we do.

2. To re-align our resources towards mission.

3. To identify, develop and release the gifts of all our people.

The priorities provide a framework for decision-making and planning at parish, benefice, 

deanery, archdeaconry and diocesan levels.

Rev Preb Simon Hill

A Message From

Taunton Deanery

The Deanery of Taunton covers 21 parishes across Taunton and 

the outlying villages. We are grouped into four Local Ministry 

Groups for more local support and working together.

The Deanery also includes a number of chaplaincies at Musgrove 

Park Hospital, St Margaret’s Hospice, and some of the local 

primary and secondary schools. Taunton Town Chaplaincy also 

extends into shops and Railway Responders and we have Street 

Pastors in the town, and School Pastors at some of the schools. 

Chapter meets together six times a year and we also have an 

annual quiet day and a lunch together once a year. Deanery 

Synod meets three times a year. 

We have reviewed the Deanery Mission Action Plan and a have 

a full-time Pioneer Minister in the South Quantock Benefice 

working initially in the new housing estates in Monkton Heathfield, 

but his job description includes advising and supporting pioneer 

ministry across the Deanery.

Rural Dean Rev Jim Cox 

Contacts
& Useful Links
Thank you for taking the time to read about our Church. 

Do you think you could be our new Vicar? 

Would you like to know more? 

Here's some helpful links you may find useful...

Contact

For any enquiries regarding the vacancy:

Julia Gratton,

PA to the Archdeacon of Taunton

T: 01823 413315

E: julia.gratton@bathwells.anglican.org

St George's Wilton Links

Website: www.stgeorgescofetaunton.co.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stgeorgeswilton

Twitter: www.twitter.com/StGeorgesWilton

Instagram: www.instagram.com/stgeorgeswilton

Useful Links

Diocese:

www.bathandwells.org.uk

St George's Wilton Parish Dashboard for 2018:

www.bathandwells.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2019/10/TAUNTON_510579_Wilton.pdf

School websites:

www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk

www.parkfieldschool.co.uk

www.bishopfoxs.co.uk

“Someone who knows what it is to have 
found themselves living in the presence of the living God; 

who knows what forgiveness means, 
and who knows what it is to share that forgiveness” 

A Final Thought: Could This Be You?

Which Way Now?

Rev Jim Cox
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St George's Church Wilton 
Fons George
Taunton
TA1 3JT 

Worshipping God, Following Jesus, Learning Together


