
 

Sunday 10th October 2021 

This week we welcomed Wilton Cubs into 
the church. They explored the building, 
visited the belfry, discovered the original 
Father Christmas, the unicorn and our 
toilets twinned with Africa. 

It was fantastic to see the sanctuary  
buzzing with children who were interested 
and excited about the church but it’s fair to 
say that most of the kids were not entirely 
used to expressions of faith and worship.  

As part of the visit, I introduced them to a 
time of (relative) silence. With the  
permission of the many cub-leaders who 
were present, we dimmed the lights, and 
asked them to stay quiet for a whole  
minute. Tick tock… 

It was incredibly difficult for many of them. 
Feedback included:  

‘That’s the longest I’ve ever been quiet for’
‘I felt anxious and nervous without sound’ 
 

‘I felt like Satan had invaded the church’ 

In a noisy world; silence is a gift. But clearly 
it is a gift that can be unsettling too.  
So unsettling that the absence of sound 
felt like the presence of evil for at least one 
of the children. This is quite startling and 
made me wonder how adults would feel to 
turn all of the devices and activities off for 
one whole minute and stay silent. I dare you 
to try it.  

In our bible reading this week, we  
encounter Moses who met with God in the 
wilderness of the desert. He notices a fire 

that was ‘burning but not consumed’. He 
‘noticed’ partly because he was in a place 
of quiet.  
 
I wonder if we swapped out the hurly 
burly of modern life, for even a brief time, 
what we might see and notice God doing 
in our very midst.  

Let me know how you get on with the 
dare, 

God Bless

Nick
OFF

SUN 
10th 
oct

SUN 
17th 
oct

SUN 
24th 
oct

SUN 
31st 
oct

SUN 
7th 
nov
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11.30am Outdoor Worship Service
3.00pm Memorial Service



Harvest Thanks
HUGE thanks to everyone who put in 
time and effort to make this Harvest such 
a success. 
From the generous donations from all 
of you for Taunton Foodbank and Open 
Door, to the creative flower team for 
the lovely flowers and displays, to the 
musicians at our 2 services to all who 
played a creative part in the Harvest At 
Wildside service....THANK YOU!!!
Next time we have an event up at 
Wildside, we do encourage you to come 
along. If you’d struggle to get there or 
prefer to get a lift with someone, do say so 
as we’d like these things to be accessible 
to all. 
It really was joyous up there and so easy to 
give thanks in such a special place!

A Candle to Remember
On Sunday 7th November at 3pm, 
we are holding a Memorial Service 
to remember, in particular, those our 
much missed Church family  
members we lost during these  
Covid times and were unable to give 
a proper goodbye to - Phyllis, Ron, 
Richard, Nigel, Pauline, Christine, 
Pat, Brian.
 
However, we know many of you 
miss your special loved one so if 
you would like to have a loved one’s 
name read out and a candle lit  
during the service, get in touch with 
the Church Office and put forward 
their name so it can be read out in 
the service.



Last weekend, we enjoyed a wonderful outdoor service up in the middle of the beautiful 
Blackdown Hills. Some of the families were able to dig up potatoes, pick beans, collect 
eggs, and find carrots and beetroot galore at Wildside. Plus we were able to say hello to 
the resident pigs, chickens, rabbits, sheep and ponies! So, with muddy hands and welly 
boots on, all ages gathered together in the open sided barn to give a hearty thanks to 
our loving Creator.

As we continue on each day in October to think about what we are thankful for, we give 
special thanks to God for apples! Juicy, crunchy, red, yellow and green.  
 
Whatever the variety they are scrumptious and in season now. After our Harvest 
celebration we had a great time making campfire toffee apples...Why not give it a go, 
they are delicious and so easy. 

Slice an apple and pop it on a skewer or stick. 
Toast for a little bit over the fire to bring out the juices.  
Dip your lightly warmed apple slice into sugar until the sugar sticks and it has an even 
coating.  
Then toast some more over the fire until it is golden and bubbly.

Looking forward, we have our Half Term Autumn Crafty Trail for families with children 
aged 0-14. We’ll be making lots of nature crafts, have a dedicated ‘Mini’ activities for 0-5’s 
and going on a hunt for some lost acorns in our Squirrel Trail. It’s going to be lots of fun. 
Lots of places have been booked already, but we have more spaces still available. Book 
your FREE place now at mossyautumncrunchytrail.eventbrite.co.uk



Our collections for Harvest and October will go to PRACTICAL ACTION who work with 
local farmers in developing countries where farming is difficult - to develop small-scale, 
sustainable ways to increase production which enhance the fertility of the soil and reduce 
climate change.
 

In Kenya Practical Action is working with young farmers on a poultry project which 
increases production, teaches how to use chicken  
droppings to grow worms that can be fed to the chickens, and how to use crushed egg 
shells from hatched eggs to supplement the chickens’ feed to boost their calcium levels - 
and how to make briquettes from wood ash to provide heat for brooding chicks instead of 
using electricity, reducing energy use.  These small techniques are making small poultry 
businesses profitable and sustainable, so that farmers can feed their families from their 
local land.
 

In other projects they are teaching ways of sustainably recycling plastics to make 
alphabet blocks which are used as teaching aids in local schools, and helping 
communities access clean, sustainable water supplies - learning about hand hygiene and 
preventing the spread of severe disease.

Practical Action knows that working with local people to use these small sustainable 
actions can greatly enhance the life chances of families.

Please donate if you can. There will be a retiring collection by the church door for those 
of you who come along to our in church services and for those joining in with Church 
At Home, you can stil donate either by donating online at: https://practicalaction.org/
donate/ or post a cheque to The Robbins Building, 25 Albert Street, Rugby, CV21 2SD

TEARFUND
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ACTION

Thank you to David for popping this through the Church Office letterboz. It’s a really 
helpful prayer points and action that we can all take ahead of the COP26 in November.

Prayers
Time and again we have seen God answer prayers in the face of seemingly impossible 
challenges. Ahead of COP26, please join Tearfund in praying for: 

• UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and other world leaders to make decisions that 
will limit gloacl warming to 1.5oC, backed with solid plans and finance.

• Strong outcomes for the poorest countries in the world that are suffering the worst 
impact of climate change.

Action
To sign up for weekly climate-focused prayer points to your phone , text PRAY to +44 
(0)7916 874441.

For updates on our campaigns and opportunities to put your faith into action in the 
run up to COP26 go to tearfund.org/action



Last chance to book your seat for Martin’s fascinating presentation on  
The Coventry Story which is all about HMS Coventry - a very moving talk on  
reconciliation. GET IN TOUCH TODAY to secure your seat by emailing  
office@stgchurch.co.uk
Remember it’s our Knit and Natter this Wednesday for you ladies out there! Come 
and Zoom in for a natter whilst you bring something crafty along....or just make a mug 
of hot chocolate and bring that along! Look out for the Zoom link which will be pinged 
over to you next wek! 

And don’t forget our sparkly, twinkly, starry Christmas Fayre. We’re going big and 
wanting to make this a super special event. If you make or create and would like to 
have a stall at our Christmas Fayre then do get in touch and let us know. We want to 
make this as successful as we can and raise lots of money but just as importantly - 
have fun! Bringing together the community at the most wonderful time of the year!! If 
you’d like to be involved or have a stall, let us know! Ho! Ho! Ho!



SUN 9.45AM ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICE  
10.00AM holy communion SERVICE
11.00AM COFFEE ZOOM
 
10.00am Buggy buddies
7.00pm the coventry story evening 
9.00PM COMPLINE NIGHT PRAYER ON ZOOM

9.30AM STAY AND PLAY
7.30pm knit and natter 
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SAT

Monday 25th October mossy church eventmossy church event

FUTURE DIARY DATES TO NOTE!

9.30am churchyard gardening 
10.00am footrpints walk - thurlbear 
woods 

Rev’d Dr Nick GriffinRev’d Dr Nick Griffin 
Tel: 01823 774128 
Email: nick@stgchurch.co.uk 
Day Off: Fridays

Bethan BaigentBethan Baigent-Parish Administrator 

Tel: 01823 284253
Email: office@stgchurch.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tues - Thurs 10-1pm 
 

Churchwardens 
Peter JoycePeter Joyce - 07761 407433 
Hilary McKegneyHilary McKegney - 07460 471514

10.15am stroll for the soul - at trull 
12.30pm Pursuit worship time

Yes it’s that time of the 
month again already, 
time to get out those
gardening tools, gloves 
on and join us for some 
soul filling churchyard gardening. 
There are lots of little tasks to keep this 
churchyard looking loved - this month it will 
be mostly tidying, pruning, weeding & raking/
sweeping 
Come along for an hour or for the whole 
session—it would be great to care for His creation 
together with you!
We have a few churchyard tools, but many 
helpers like to bring their own. It’s also very 
helpful if anyone can bring along a garden sack 
or is able occasionally to take a carload to the tip.
Hope to see you there!
Saturday 16th October 9.30am -12.30pm



**Important notice  
for Strollers for the Soul: **

Our walk on This Thursday will begin 
at Trull Church.  
Assemble at about 10.15 for a 10.30 local 
walk.  Look forward to enjoying some 
different surroundings as we amble 
along. Do join us if you ca Please let 
Janet know if you require a lift or email 
the church office on 
 office@stgchurch.co.uk

Footprints is on again in October.  
We will be meeting for our next walk on 
Saturday 16th October. We have picked 
a route that should give us some lovely 
autumnal scenes through and around 
Thurlbear Woods near West Hatch. The 
route will take us just over 5.5km of 
footpaths through the woods and across 
farmland. It may be slippery or muddy 
and uneven in places and includes some 
ups and downs so suitable footwear is a 
must. 

As usual we will be starting at 1000 so if 
you would like to come drop  
Nick Oliver an email (nickoliver36@
me.com), please include a mobile number 
if you can, and he can share more details 
of the meeting point, route and parking.

Email: office@stgchurch.co.uk



Loving God we thank you for your invitation to 
gather here as we seek a true relationship with 
you. We bow before you now in humility and 
with faith, voicing our petitions.
Holy God your servant Paul teaches us that your 
word is living and active and so we pray that our 
Church life will also be full of life and activity 
and that day by day we will grow to know you 
more clearly and love you more dearly. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Mighty God, so often the lack of justice through-
out the world makes us angry and bitter.  Like 
your prophet Amos we see the poor being tram-
pled and denied the basic freedoms that we so 
often take for granted.  We pray for all those 
who are being driven from their homes in places 
of conflict and forced to seek refuge in the UK.  
We pray that we will all do our best to offer a 
safe refuge to those in need.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Father God in our journey with you through our 
lives we find that we have often left friends and 
family behind for the sake of your son Jesus 
Christ.  Help us to show them through the way 
that we live our lives that they too can be a part 
of that journey and that the rewards you prom-
ise are a present reality.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Merciful God we remember this morning those 
who are sick, sad or lonely and those who are 
brave and patient when things are going wrong. 
We pray that they may be aware of your com-
forting presence and know that in your hands 
they are safe and loved. 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer

Creator God, as we look forward to the week to 
come, we pray for an awareness of your love and 
support in all we do.

Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   
Amen

Gracious God, through the ministry of your 
son Jesus Christ you have freed us from the 

grip of the tomb. We pray for those who have 
departed this life and ask You, through your 
loving kindness, to have mercy on their souls.  
We pray too for those bereaved by their pass-

ing. - we particularly think of 
 Marion HoadMarion Hoad whose funeral is on 
Wednesday. We remember those whose  
anniversaries are around this time.  

Ray Arscott, Dorothy Thomas, Ray Arscott, Dorothy Thomas, 
Peter Holden, Keith Venables, Peter Holden, Keith Venables, 

and Kath Pauland Kath Paul 
 so comfort those bereaved by their passing  

and hold them close.  
Amen.

The week of Prayer for World Peace takes place 
from the second to third Sunday in October each 
year. The Week of Prayer for World Peace Annual 
Gathering will again this year only be online. It 
will be held on Sunday 10 October 2021 at 3:30 PM 
London time.
Do visit their website for more information and 
the Prayer leaflet if you would like to join in send-
ing out prayers, meditations and heartfelt wishes 
for peace. www. weekofprayerforworldpeace.co.uk

Almighty and everlasting God,  
increase in us your gift of faith that,  

forsaking what lies behind  
and reaching out to that which is before, 

we may run the way of your  
commandments and win the crown of 

everlasting joy,  
through Jesus Christ your Son,  

our Lord.  
Amen

The Collect


