
SUNDAY 22nd AUGUST 2021 
Readings Ephesians 6.10-20 and Luke 13.6-10 

I’ve just returned 

from a ‘staycation’. 

The travel industry has been pounded this year by the 

continuing challenges with Covid and so we decided to 

stay pretty local; I dug more holes in the garden, went 

to beaches, zoos and hilltops and took a decent break 

with the family. One day we visited Brean Down.  

I’d never been before and so had not realised that the 

resort is so similar to Weston Super-Mare. Apart from 

the huge number of amusements and caravan parks; 

the beach is also very treacherous. Sinking mud is  

announced by a roving tannoy truck and you have to 

hug the rocks to avoid drowning in the alluvial depths. 

It was not the best day out. 

Before leaving for home, my daughter and I climbed 

the headland. It was spectacular; with views  

encompassing both Weston, Brean, all across the  

Somerset levels to Glastonbury Tor. Somehow getting 

out of the depths and into the heights cleared my 

mind. In the bible and throughout Christian history, 

mountains and hills have been places of revelation and 

clarity; where God makes himself known. Somehow 

getting our bodies out of the humdrum of towns and 

enclosed spaces opens our hearts and minds to  

greater things.  

Our footprints group is using this principle to explore 

creation together, so that we might better explore our 

maker and redeemer.  

Why not join them with a simple prayer;  

what will you do in this place Lord? 

God bless,  

Nick 

Speaking of our wonderful Footprints Walking 

Group, thanks to Sue Stenhouse for sending 

in these photo’s taken from their walk on  

Saturday on the beautiful Quantock Hills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting up at dead women’s ditch’ car park 

they began their 5km walk, taking in a couple 

of the beautiful combes and the  

Dowsborough Iron Age fort. 

Its such a wonderful opportunity to have 

some fellowship and to contemplate our faith 

journeys. 

Do look out for our next Footprints  

adventure and if you’d prefer something at a 

slower pace and more of a stroll, then keep 

your eyes peeled  

for our next  

Stroll For  

the Soul  



DON’T FORGET!  

Our Coffee, Cake and Catch Up is next Sat-

urday 28th August from 10.30am—

12.30pm with some stalls, a raffle and some deli-

cious baked goodies so do make sure you pop the 

date in your diary to come along! 

We have a few St George’s projects going on at 

the moment and having lost out on so many  

other fundraising opportunities due to the  

pandemic, we really do need to begin to try to  

make up for all that lost time and funds, so if you 

can come to support the event that would be really 

wonderful…..and who doesn’t love a bit of cake?? 

This Sunday is the last opportunity to donate any 

good quality items you may have for the raffle so if 

you have something suitable, do bring it along and 

pop it on the table at the back of church. 

Do you have any books in a good  
condition that you could donate to our 

Book Stall?  
Thanks to Rosa, Roy and Brian, they’ve 

sorted through our  
current books and we would love to stock 
it with some lovely new books if we can. 

Please do get in touch if you have any you 
can donate. They just need to be in a good 
condition, not necessarily new! —we’d be 

really grateful! 

If you have any queries or questions, do not  

hesitate to get in touch with either Rosa on 01823 

338817 or the office on office@stgchurch.co.uk 

 

 

Rev. Martin Kirkbride is an inspirational man of God 

who has blessed St Georges’ Wilton with his rich 

spiritual experience, passionate love of Christ and  

joyful sense of humour. This last week, Martin has 

begun a new leg to his adventure, serving as the 

‘Interim Team Rector’ for the Wellington Group of 

Churches. It’s a group of 14 churches in and 

around the Wellington area and he will be serving 

for 3 days per week. The whole team is delighted 

that he is able to expand the gifts that he offered us 

here in Wilton to the wider area but we’re even 

happier that Martin has indicated that he will still be 

a part of our community and support the ministry 

here at St Georges.  

Do join me in praying for Martin as he begins this 

new step of faith.      Nick 



The Taunton Cancer Research UK group are 

collecting at the motorway service station  

every weekend during the summer and are 

desperate for more collectors.  If you could 

spare an hour any weekend, please ring 

Chris on 335303.  Many thanks 
Our Charity Collection for the next 

fortnight to see us through until the 

end of August will be  

Missions to Seafarers. 

Day and night, for 365 days a year, Missions to  

Seafarers is on call providing help and support for sea-

farers in over 200 ports around the world. 

Over 90% of world trade is carried by sea,  

providing work to 1.5 million seafarers.  However, it is 

also one of the world's most dangerous  

occupations, with piracy, shipwreck and  

abandonment just some of the threats that seafarers 

face. 

Chaplains provide support and help at Seafarers' Cen-

tres in Port and make Ship visits, offering  

chaplaincy services to people who are often many 

months away from homes and families.   

The provision of mobile phone facilities to contact fami-

lies the other side of the world is a much  

appreciated practical service in recent years, which helps 

to keep family ties strong and boost morale amongst 

seafarers.    

 

To donate to Missions to Seafarers, please send your 

cheque to:  

St Michael Paternoster Royal 

College Hill 

London 

EC4R 2RL  

Don’t forget that our wonderful Churchwarden  

Hilary McKegney is doing the Three Peaks challenge on  

10-12 Sept.  

This involves climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and 

Mount Snowdon in a total trekking time of 15 hrs or 

less to raise money for St. Margaret's Hospice where 

Hilary has worked for 23 years and will be retiring 

from next month.  

If you'd like to donate, please visit the Just Giving web-

site  -https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

hilary3peakschallenge 

Well done Hilary—what a challenge—we’re right be-

hind you!! Go Hilary!! 

 

CHRISTIAN AID STALL 

Thank you so much to all those who have brought surplus produce from your gardens and allottments already 

this year for the stall.  If anyone has produce which is surplus to requirements, do please  

consider donating it to the little stall that operates very simply in the church porch after Sunday  

services - and look out to see if there is anything that you can make use of for a donation.  All donations for 

this produce go to Christian Aid so that they, like many other organisations, can respond very quickly to  

emergencies like the present disaster in Haiti.  Thank you so much.    

            Christian Concerns Group.    
“Christian Aid are working on the ground to help the people of Haiti after the devastating earthquake and the 

following storm. At least 1,400 lives have been lost, 7,000 injured and 83,000 homes have been de-

stroyed.  Christian Aid’s Haiti Earthquake Appeal 2021 can be donated to on line.  If you wish to send a cheque 

or CAF warrant please send it to Christian Aid, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL.  In either case, please 

say it is for the Haiti Earthquake Appeal and  say it is from St. George’s Church, Taunton and quote our  

Christian Aid number OR337869, it will then be credited to our church.  Please continue to pray for these  

 people at such a terrible time. Thank you so much for helping these people - Helen Price 



Take a Mossy Moment this week 
and spend some time outside! 

 

 

When you take a walk, what do you see? Sometimes 

we look down, to check where we can tread or to 

avoid a hazard. But looking down, you can see insects, 

flowers, leaves and grasses, each living and sharing it's 

own story.  Sometimes, we walk along head held high, 

maybe looking at the houses and people we pass, or 

even the clouds in the sky. So many things to wander 

past and wonder about! 

Why not try taking a mossy moment next time you 

walk somewhere. Put away any distractions, and try to 

fully focus on the natural world. Wherever we gaze, the 

Bible says creation is pointing to the One who made it 

all. So that means that even on a stroll to the corner 

shop or perhaps a meander in Vivary Park, we can see 

clues, teasers, and overt displays of the God of wonders.  

 

Where will you go and what do you see?  



 
The Collect for Sunday 22nd August 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray 

and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid and giving us those good things which we are 

not worthy to ask but through the merits and  

mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 

 
Rev’d Dr Nick Griffin  Vicar 

Tel: 01823 774128  

Email: nick@stgchurch.co.uk 

Day Off: Fridays 
 

Bethan                Administrator 

Tel: 01823 284253 

Email: office@stgchurch.co.uk 

Office Hours Mon—Thurs 10-1pm 
 

Peter                 Churchwarden 

Tel: 01823 257094 or 07761 407 433  

Email: peter@stgchurch.co.uk 
 

Hilary            Churchwarden 

Tel: 01823 976694 or 07460 471 514 

Email: hilary@stgchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.stgchurch.co.uk 

Facebook: St Georges Wilton 

Twitter: @StGeorgesWilton 

Instagram: @StGeorgesWilton 

YouTube: St George’s Church Wilton 
If you feel that you would like to chat on the phone or 

for someone to be in touch from our Pastoral Care 

Team in the church, please either email me: 

rachelmneal@btinternet.com or Bethan in the office 

office@stgchurch.co.uk and she will pass on the  

message to me. I would be very pleased to hear from 

you.  

 DIARY DATES 
 

SUN 22nd From 9.45am  

   Online Service 

   10.00am     

     CW Holy Communion  

    

MON 23rd  9.00pm  

   Compline Service 

   on Zoom 

TUES 24th 7.00pm  

   PCC Meeting in 

   Church Hall 

 

 

WED 25th 10.00am 

   Mossy Church at  

   the Wildside Family  

   Event     

 

THURS 26th  10am -12pm    

   Open Church 

   for Prayer  

SAT 28th 10.30am-12.30pm 

   Coffee Cake and  

   Catch Up 

FUTURE DATES 

SUN 5th Sept– Outdoor Worship  

Service 

 

Lectio 365 is a daily devotional  
resource that helps you pray the  
Bible every day. This resource helps 
you engage with the word, fix your 
eyes on Jesus, and connect with God 
in prayer. Visit your App Store 



 

 Merciful God we remember and thank you for the 

lives and example of those who have died in the faith 

of Christ and for the privilege of sharing our lives 

with them. Be with those who mourn and open their 

minds that they may find hope and the will to carry 

on despite the heaviness of heart they are now  

experiencing. We think of 

Leslie Russell, Gerry Atkinson,  

Michael Hawkins 

Hold them  in your eternal kingdom and may  

they rest peace and rise in glory.  

Amen 

Everlasting God we come before you in this time of  
prayer to give you thanks for all you have done for us. 
We thank you for the cool of the morning, for the power 
of the sun and for the beauty of our part of the country. 
Help us to be aware of your presence and hear your 
voice and make us always ready to obey and do your 
will. We pray for the church throughout the world and 
especially for our church here in Taunton 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Creator God the Psalmist asks you to “cut off the 
memory of those who do evil”.  Help us to focus more on 
the victims than on the perpetrators and to constantly 
pray for peace in all of those parts of the world torn 
apart by war and terrorism. Give to world leaders and 
governments the wisdom and desire to make the right 
decisions and to work together for the good of all. We 
particular bring you the awful situation in Afghanistan 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Gracious God we thank you for our family, friends and 
neighbours and for those around us with whom we work 
and share our daily lives. Give us a true awareness that 
we all share your world with others and help us to make 
our homes welcoming places that reflect our Christian 
beliefs. Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Mighty God be close to all who are frightened because 
they are ill.  Reassure them that because of the 
knowledge that you have given to modern medicine that 
so many diseases can now be cured. We name before 
you now all those who are in need at this time  
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Holy God thank you for helping us to pray; deepen our 
loving so that as daily we pray through this coming week 
we may do it with love and sincerity in sure and certain 
knowledge of your abiding presence.  
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen 

Prayers this week  

Father, today we pray for Afghanistan. 

In recent days we have witnessed the withdrawal 

of Western forces and the paramilitary overthrow 

of the country’s government by the Taliban. 

We are deeply concerned about this unfolding 

situation and the consequences for the women, 

men and children living there. 

Lord, You hear the cries and see the tears of 

those formed in Your own image. 

We know that politics, diplomacy and internation-

al laws have an important part to play in creating 

and maintaining peace and stability. We pray for 

wisdom for international leaders in this moment. 

So would You move Your hand to change the 

hearts and minds of the oppressors even now? 

Withhold evil and cultivate good, banish darkness 

and bring forth light. 

We pray for Your church there. Would You 

comfort and strengthen, protect and bless our 

sisters and brothers? As persecution draws close, 

would You draw closer still? 

Teach us how to respond as we place our hope 

in You and Your good and just plans for Your 

creation. 

Lord, have mercy and hear our prayer. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

A Prayer for Keyham 
God of compassion and love, 

Let your peace rest gently on the people  

of Keyham, 

Particularly on those who have lost family, 

friends or neighbours. 

Watch over them in their grief. 

Keep this community safe as it seeks time to 

heal, 

and neighbours rebuild their lives in  

friendship, trust and hope; 

for Jesus Christ’s sake.  

Amen. 


