
Sunday 26th September 

This week we celebrate the fantastic 
achievement, dedicated service and wise 
counsel of Dr Robert Dunning.  
 
On Sunday, Robert will preach his final  
sermon at the church, as after over 50 years 
of ministry, Bob has chosen to retire as a 
reader in the Church of England.  
 
Trying to summarise such an extensive  
ministry is a fools errand; trying to  
summarise half a century of service for a 
man who is a renowned historian…well I’m 
bound to get it wrong! 

Starting his work in 1968 under the  
leadership of Rev. Roland Clark, Dr. Dunning 
has served St Georges faithfully as a  
preacher, service-leader, pastoral visitor and 
driver of many parish initiatives.  
 
Within Taunton, Robert led St Michael’s 
Galmington through a vacancy and has 
served on various diocesan wide strategic 
initiatives. Within Taunton, even Bob cannot 
remember if he has preached in every local 
church but few others will have matched 
his ministry across the town. 

As the county historian, Bob is a published 
author of multitudinous books including his 
celebrated history of the Diocese and a nine 
volume work on the history of Somerset. 

Amid these significant and historic  
achievements, it is Robert’s character will 
long be remembered at St Georges.  
 
 
 

The final prayer of blessing at the  
licensing of a reader contains these words:  

‘May the Lord give you wisdom, 
courage, strength and love to do his 
will…’ 

These attributes are clear in Robert’s keen 
wit, wisdom in leadership and humility in 
service and he will be clearly missed in the 
leadership team at St Georges. Thank you, 
Bob. 

God bless, 

Nick

Dr Robert DunningReader - St George’s Wilton

THANK YOU ROBERT! THANK YOU ROBERT! 
From all of us at  From all of us at  

St George’sSt George’s



Lots of lovely families joined the Mossy Church team in the 
St G’s churchyard last weekend for an Autumnal session. 
We explored the changing colours of the season,  
collected and sorted leaves, created beautiful paintings, 
read stories, sang songs, jumped and crunched in action 
rhymes and did other crafts too. It was lots of fun to  
explore creation together and thank God for the beautiful 
season.

Our next Mossy 
Church Autumn adventure for families  
with children aged 0-14 is in Half Term, on 
Monday 25th October (save the date) which 
will be jam packed with seasonal crafts, a 
squirrel trail, games, stories, and lots more. 
You can book a place for this at mossyau-
tumncrunchytrail.eventbrite.co.uk  come 

The All Age outdoor Harvest service on 
October 3rd is back at our Mossy favourite 
place, Wildside nr Dunkerswell. The team 
is busy preparing lots of fun harvest crafts 
and  
activities for families to take part in.  
 
Pop on your welly boots, invite some 
friends and join us for an extraordinary 
service and a (bring your own) picnic by  
the campfire afterwards! 

The first Buggy Buddies 
session went really well 
and we were delighted 
to meet some lovely 
parents and their little ones to walk and chat 
around our beautiful parish.  
 
If you are a parent / carer of a little one, our 
friendly team of Mums look forward to wel-
coming you and other families for fresh air, 
friendship, fitness and faith. We will be walk-
ing around Vivary and the local area again. 
The route is fully accessible. Toilet /changing 
facilities are available. Follow us on Facebook 
by searching @STGEORGESBUGGYBUDDIES 
and do share with any local families who 
might be interested. See you on the 27th!
Tell all of your Taunton based friends. 

Hello Strollers!!
 
Here are the future dates for our Strolls for 
you to pop in your diaries:

Thursday 14 October 
Thursday 4 November
Thursday 9 December (A Stroll with a 
pre-Christmas flavour)

Do come and join us for one of these 
friendly get-togethers.

     Janet Hall

If you would like to join one of our small 
groups, a bible study based one or an activity 
based one, then please do get in touch with 
either the church office or speak to Nick , 
Geoff or Clare and we’ll put you in touch with 
the right people. 
We cant recommend enough how much you 
can get out of being part of a small group, so 
don’t be shy, come and give it a try!



Join us for an evening with Rev’d Martin 
Kirkbride who will be taking us on a  
journey telling all about something very 
dear to his heart - The Coventry Story.

“Using original video footage, music and 
story, we embark on a journey of  
reconciliation, concluding with insight 
into the namics of personal  
reconciliation. This virtual ‘son et  
lumière’, journey takes us from the 1940 
Coventry blitz, the 1982 sinking of HMS 
Coventry, to a 2020 ‘reunion’ in Buenos 
Aries.  

The fast-moving route is via the downfall 
of Singapore, the destruction of Dresden,  
a nine-year-old girl in Hiroshima and a 
cross of nails that was raised from 300 
foot deep below the South Atlantic 
waves.  

Along the way we encounter destruction and despair discovering forgiveness, new hope, 
and a challenge to our own daily journey.”

The event is very suitable for bringing guests along to. Tickets are free but there will be a 
voluntary retiring offering, with proceeds towards a new lectern lectionary bible that will 
be dedicated in honour of the men of both nations who list their lives in the 1982 South 
Atlantic Conflict.

SAT 9TH OCTOBER
THE RETURN OF THE 
SOUP....

Well, how many of us have 
waited for this moment for our 
Soup Saturdays to return? 
It sounds such a simple idea 
but it really is such a special 
thing to be able to offer out to 
our community.

With delicious homemade 
soups on offer, it is a great way 
to bring a friend along and 
have a lovely bowl of soup with 
a side order of friendship to 
accompany it!

If you are able to to, willing 
to, wanting to, we would love 
you to join the team. Maybe 
it’s to make a soup, maybe it’s 
to serve it, maybe it’s to clear 
up, all are welcome to come 
onboard and join the Soup 
Squad :) Just email the office@
stgchurch.co.uk and let Bethan 
know so she can pass it on.
Or just come along and enjoy a 
souperb bowl of soup.
 
With voluntary donations to 
the church and some stalls, it’s 
a great thing to come along to 
support!

Thank You!
Thank you so very very much to everyone 
who sponsored me to do the 3 Peaks  
Challenge. I’ve raised over 3k plus gift aid 
for St. Margaret’s Hospice so really chuffed 
with that. 
It is an experience that I “enjoyed” but 
won’t be repeating! 
 Thankyou again

      Hilary

Stalls, fairy lights, music and 
laughter, we’ll be wrapping up 
and getting ready for Christmas 
by bringing a Christmas Fayre to 
Wilton.
Ok, so we’d usually do a Fayre like 
this in the Summer time but we 
want to offer the community a 
fun, fabulous, festive Fayre that 
is safe for all to attend and to 
raise much needed funds for the 
Church.
This is a great way to bring all 
ages from the community and across the town to come and get into the Christmas spirit 
with carols and mulled wine and much more. 
If you know of anyone who would like a stall or if you would like to come onboard and help 
us with this magical event, then get in touch! We’ve still not had any offers of a donkey 
yet...anyone know where we can find a sheep then? Baaaaaa-humbug!



This is our last week where we will be  
collecting for TEAR Fund which is a  
Christian charity that partners with 
churches in more than 50 of the world’s 
poorest coun- tries. They tackle poverty 
through sustainable development,  
responding to disasters and challenging 
injustice. 

Our gifts will follow Jesus to the place of  
greatest need and can change lives. TEAR 
Fund already have a ‘Crisis in Afghanistan’  
Appeal running and believe that God is 
calling all of us to play our part and bring 
an end to extreme poverty and injustice 

If you wish to donate to Tearfund by 
cheque, then please make it payable to 
Tearfund and send it to the following  
address:
Tearfund, 100 Church Road,
Teddington, Middlesex,
TW11 8QE
If you prefer to give over the phone, please 
contact Tearfund on 020 3906 3906.
To donate online please visit  
www.tearfund.org/get-involved/donate

SUN 9.45AM ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICE  
10.00AM HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
11.00AM COFFEE ZOOM 

10.00am Buggy Buddies
9.00PM COMPLINE NIGHT PRAYER ON ZOOM

9.30AM STAY AND PLAY 

MON

TUES

WED

THURS
FRI
SAT

sunday 3rd october harvest services harvest services 
saturday 9th October Soup SaturdaySoup Saturday  
Monday 11th October The coventry storyThe coventry story
Wednesday 13th october knit & natter knit & natter

As we are now beginning a new Sermon 
Series, if you would like to follow the 

Church of England Lectionary readings on 
Sundays for this Sunday they are: 
James 5:13-20 and Mark 9:38-50

FUTURE DIARY DATES TO NOTE!

So Harvest is very nearly upon us 
and we’d really love to be able to 
spend it with you....
We hope there will be something 
to suit each and everyone of you 
this year, however you feel  
comfortable to give thanks to the 
Lord for harvest.

We have our Online Harvest  
Service on Youtube from 9.45am 
as usual which you can join in with 
at whatever time works best for 
you.

We then have our In Church  
Communion Service where we will 
be giving thanks for the Harvest 
offerings for Open Door and  
Taunton Foodbank from your  
donations.

Finally, we have a fabulous  
opportunity to all come up to 
Wildside no matter what age we 
are to worship in the great  
outdoors together.  
 

There will be so much going on up there from digging up the harvest offerings with our 
bare hands, making sweet treats and toasting them on the campfire, harvest crafts but 
it’s ultimately a time to worship together to give thanks. Our worship band will be there to 
lead us and we’d so love you to join us if you can.

Current requests for Harvest donatons are:
TINNED COMPLETE MEALS (BEANS AND SAUSAGES/SPAG BOL/BEEF RAVIOLI)
RED SAUCE / BROWN SAUCE
TINNED COLD MEATS (PORK, HAM, SPAM, CORNED BEEF)
BISCUITS
TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS
INSTANT NOODLES
SNACKS (CRISPS ETC)
FRUIT JUICE - LONG LIFE ONLY
TINNED CARROTS
TINNED RICE PUDDING
TINNED CUSTARD
LONG LIFE MILK
These can be left at the back of the church in the boxes ready for the donations.  
We’d appreciate donations by Monday 27th in order to use some of them for our church 
harvest decorations! Thank You!

Harvest 
Services!

It’s been so great being back  
with Stay and Play! Oh how we’ve 
missed it!
We’ve managed to bring it back in 
a really Covid safe and secure way 
and it has truly been wonderful to see all the 
happy faces back and really enjoying staying 
and playing with us.
We would love more help on our Wednesday 
morning team either to chat to the parents 
and help them with their toddlers, or in the 
kitchen to help with the much needed fresh 
coffee and refreshments. 
If you think you could spare one Wednesday a 
month, do get in touch and you can even just 
pop to a session to see for yourself if you think 
you’d be happy to come and help!



Holy God, your law is perfect and your statutes 
are trustworthy and so we pray to you  
knowing that you will hear our prayers and 
answer them in your way. We pray for all  
people who seek to follow your way in their 
lives. Let your church speak your word of truth 
with confidence and in unity so that those 
who are searching and listening will be able to 
see and hear clearly your message of love and 
peace. Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Creator God, we recognise our part in the 
tensions and injustices of the world: heal the 
resentment between people, and intervene in 
the world’s conflicts. Help us to walk humbly 
with you at our side when we come to the 
crossroads and have to choose which way to 
go lead us to the path of justice and  
righteousness whilst steering us away from 
the road that leads to selfishness and sin.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the love we 
share with our families and our friends.  
We recognise that they may have faults and 
they love us in spite of ours.  Help us to be 
flexible and adaptable in all of our  
relationships and also capable of accepting 
constructive criticism.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Mighty God we pray for those who you have 
called to the study and practice of medicine, 
healing and to the prevention of disease and 
pain. Strengthen them as they follow Jesus’ 
example, that through their ministries the 
health of the community may be promoted 
and your creation glorified. We now name 
before you those who we know and love who 
need healing in their lives
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Lord we ask you to lead us into the coming 
week, Help us to believe that you are close by 
us, keep us from making mistakes and help us 
never to disappoint you. When we face hard 
decisions or difficult work, when we enjoy our-
selves and have fun with others may we know 
that you share these times with us.
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for 
the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   Amen

Loving God,  
you sent to earth your son Jesus Christ  

so that in your power and love  
we might also have the gift of eternal life;  

bless those whom we love that have departed 
this life with the gifts of your all- 
encompassing love and life eternal. 

 Edna Billingham, Peter Reeves, Edna Billingham, Peter Reeves, 
Gordon Pointing, Peter Smith,Gordon Pointing, Peter Smith, 

through Jesus Christ, our lord. 
Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God,  
increase in us your gift of faith that,  

forsaking what lies behind  
and reaching out to that which is before, 

we may run the way of your  
commandments and win the crown of 

everlasting joy,  
through Jesus Christ your Son,  

our Lord.  
Amen

The Collect

Our pedestal flowers in church this week 
are in loving memory of Peter Smith.Peter Smith.  

They were very kindly donated by Jennifer 
and all the family, thinking of all the happy 

memories shared together.  
Lord may they feel Your peace and comfort 

as they remember Peter this week. 
God Bless


